
Investigating Consultants



What is ARIA?
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● Some definitions
● Tips for investigating 

consultants
● McKinsey Case Study



Some definitions

PR Lobbying Consulting



PR and Ad Firms: Digital footprints

● Emails and file data on press 
releases



Lobbying: Registrations

● National Lobby registries
● FARA
● Lobbyfacts



Consultant disclosure registries



Consultants: Public work



Consultants: Private work

● Legal Documents
● LinkedIn
● Industry Reports
● Freedom of Information 

Requests



Consultants: Court records



ARIA collaboration with CCR



How we found the documents



What these documents looked like



We then made the data readable



A limited version is now on CCR’s website 

https://climate-reporting.org/mckinsey-search-data/
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This is a process that can be repeated

The data is out there!



Useful Links

FARA: https://efile.fara.gov/ords/fara/f?p=1381:1:16944241859445

LobbyFacts: https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/

CourtListener: https://www.courtlistener.com/

CCR McKinsey data: https://climate-reporting.org/mckinsey-search-data/
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