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Court records

● Report on a case after the fact

● You can find golden nuggets of information to further your 

investigation

● Might be guarded by a protector 

● Might be hard to access
● Might require personal details to log in

● Language barriers



Bear in mind

● Judgements and decisions will be available but not evidence 

submitted in court

● Format might be PDF or HTML

● Each country has a slightly different legal and court system

● Most international courts are not as open as US courts
● Look at court lists - then turn up if you have to

● Keep an eye out for the Determination section at the bottom

● Decisions can reference court actions in other countries



● Do not use your home or 

office IP address

● Use a VPN!

● Plenty of free and fee paying 

options out there like Tor, 
Proton and Nord

Keep it secure



Russian Court records

● Cases are politically motivated

● Courts are a weapon of the 

state

● Criminal records are hard to 

access
● Need a VPN 



Russian Arbitration courts

https://kad.arbitr.ru/

The courts resolve commercial disputes between 

companies or individuals

There are several layers of arbitration courts in 

Russia, from district level right up to the Supreme 

Court of Arbitration. 

VPN NEEDED

https://kad.arbitr.ru/




VPN NEEDED

You can search by region, 

judge or name (in Russian), 

case number or within a 

specific time frame

It works best if you have a 

company or individual in mind. 

Fishing expeditions are 

possible but tricky



Russian Court records
● AS (Arbitration court) of all autonomous 

regions 

● Intellectual property court

● Supreme Court (Federal)

● Supreme Arbitration Court (Federal)



Isle of Man

https://www.courts.im/

https://www.judgments.im/content/home.mth

● Free to use

● Judgements from 2000 onwards

● Can only search by titles and party names not 

pdf content

Isle of Man:

British Crown Dependency

Population 84,000

Located in Irish sea 

Popular tax haven

https://www.courts.im/
https://www.judgments.im/content/home.mth
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I recommend DeepL for 

translation



UK Court records

https://www.bailii.org/

● Free and open to use

● Contains lists of resources

● Higher court decisions are accessible

● Lower courts decisions are hard to get

● Names may be anonymised in the judgements

UK - Split into multiple 

jurisdictions

● England & Wales

● Scotland

● Northern Ireland

https://www.bailii.org/




VPN NEEDED

There might be holes in the 

data

Lower courts not included 

unless it’s bumped up to an 
appeal court

You can search by Judge 

example: Mr Justice Eady

The years available vary wildly 

by court





You can use the 

judgements to track 

clients of specific 

law firms

Libel cases 

are normally 

heard in the 

High Court 

(Queen’s 
Bench 

Division)



Other resources:

Case Law and judgements 

from jurisdictions like 

Jersey and St Helena 



Isle of Man
Very open courts for a secrecy jurisdiction

● Coroner inquests

● High court actions

● Family courts

● Land Commissioner

● Court of General Gaol Delivery (criminal)
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A new publicly accessible court database

https://rmfyalk.court.gov.cn/

4,867 cases accessible - drop in the ocean

Claims to have civil, criminal, administrative, state 

compensation records

China
bit.ly/nicar-irs

https://rmfyalk.court.gov.cn/


● You cannot 

access the 

data 

without a 

login 
● You need 

to register 

a phone 

number 

bit.ly/nicar-irs



UAE

https://www.dc.gov.ae/PublicServices/Hom

e.aspx?lang=en

Information on the Dubai Court system

https://www.dubaipulse.gov.ae/data/courts-

records/courts_verdicts-open#

Civil and commercial courts

Other data available but the verdicts are the 

gems

https://www.dc.gov.ae/PublicServices/Home.aspx?lang=en
https://www.dc.gov.ae/PublicServices/Home.aspx?lang=en
https://www.dubaipulse.gov.ae/data/courts-records/courts_verdicts-open
https://www.dubaipulse.gov.ae/data/courts-records/courts_verdicts-open
https://www.dubaipulse.gov.ae/data/courts-records/courts_verdicts-open
https://www.dubaipulse.gov.ae/data/courts-records/courts_verdicts-open
https://www.dubaipulse.gov.ae/data/courts-records/courts_verdicts-open






I opened the 

2GB file in 

Sublime and 

can search for 

terms in 
Arabic





PACER

https://pacer.login.uscourts.go

v/csologin/login.jsf

You need to register for login 
details

Different options to search 

including by court

UNITED STATES
bit.ly/nicar-irs

https://pacer.login.uscourts.gov/csologin/login.jsf
https://pacer.login.uscourts.gov/csologin/login.jsf












Other Sources:
● USA - Pacer (may be fees) 

https://pacer.login.uscourts.gov/csologin/lo

gin.jsf

● EU - https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=bg for 

case law and CJEU judgements

● European Court of Human Rights 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/#{%22documentc

ollectionid2%22:[%22GRANDCHAMBER%22,

%22CHAMBER%22

● International Criminal Court https://www.icc-

cpi.int/decisions

https://pacer.login.uscourts.gov/csologin/login.jsf
https://pacer.login.uscourts.gov/csologin/login.jsf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=bg
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=bg
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=bg
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/#%7B%22documentcollectionid2%22:%5B%22GRANDCHAMBER%22,%22CHAMBER%22
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/#%7B%22documentcollectionid2%22:%5B%22GRANDCHAMBER%22,%22CHAMBER%22
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/#%7B%22documentcollectionid2%22:%5B%22GRANDCHAMBER%22,%22CHAMBER%22
https://www.icc-cpi.int/decisions
https://www.icc-cpi.int/decisions
https://www.icc-cpi.int/decisions


Thank you!

Get in touch

kkehoe@icij.org
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