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WHY SHOULD 
YOU LISTEN? 
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EUROPE IS RURAL
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Source: Adaptation based on presentation of Auteri, D. Brandmuller T., Rural Pact Conference, 2022.  

Rural surface: 44,6%

Rural Population: 20,9%
Rural surface: 83%

Rural Population: 30,6%



POLITICAL AND CULTURAL MOMENTUM 
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RURAL EUROPE: A NEWS DESERT? 
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WHAT TO EXPECT? 
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Databases Potential stories/ 
investigations

Discuss & find
peers



1. DATABASES

EU Rural Observatory
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▪ Collect & produce indicators to analyse rural 
areas

▪ Gather all data in a single platform with full 
EU coverage + ensuring compatibility

▪ Elaborate analytical papers

▪ Integrate contributions from external 
stakeholders & experts



1. DATABASES

EU Rural Observatory
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https://observatory.rural
-vision.europa.eu/

Interactive tools
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1. DATABASES

EU Rural Observatory
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ITALY

Cities: ~ 36%

Towns & suburbs: ~ 46%

Rural: ~ 18%

SPAIN

Cities: ~ 55%

Towns & suburbs: ~ 32%

Rural: ~ 14%

POPULATION
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ITALY

Cities: ~ 43%

Towns & suburbs: ~ 40%

Rural: ~ 17%

SPAIN

Cities: ~ 51%

Towns & suburbs: ~ 21%

Rural: ~ 28%

ITALY

Cities: ~ 36%

Towns & suburbs: ~ 46%

Rural: ~ 18%

SPAIN

Cities: ~ 55%

Towns & suburbs: ~ 32%

Rural: ~ 14%

POPULATION
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TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (25-64)

Ireland

Rural: ~ 43%

PORTUGAL

Rural: ~ 16%

ITALY

Rural: ~ 15%
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TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (25-64)

LUXEMBOURG

Gap in ‘04: ~ -15%

Gap in ‘21: ~ -34%

HUNGARY

Gap in ‘04: ~ -18%

Gap in ‘21: ~ -33%

Portugal

Gap in ‘04: ~ - 10%

Gap in ‘21: ~ -20%

LITHUANIA

Gap in ‘04: ~ -18%

Gap in ‘21: ~ -28%
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TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (25-64)
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EARLY LEAVERS FROM EDUCATION (18-24)
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EARLY LEAVERS FROM EDUCATION (18-24)

GREECE

Gap in ‘00: ~ 24%

Gap in ‘22: ~ 1%
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AGRICULTURAL LAND
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BROADBAND SPEED (FIXED NETWORKS)



BROADBAND SPEED (FIXED NETWORKS)
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Only three years!
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AV. DISTANCE TO HEALTCARE FACILITIES



AV. DISTANCE TO HEALTCARE 
FACILITIES

▪ 7.7 km in the EU. 

▪ 13.1 km in rural areas close to a 
city

▪ 22.1 km in remote rural areas

▪ Above 35 km in the remote rural 
areas of Sweden, Greece and 
Spain.
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AV. DISTANCE TO TRAIN 
STATIONS

▪ 6.3 km in EU.

▪ 9.4 km rural areas close to cities.  

▪ 11.3 km in rural areas. 

▪ Above 20 km in rural areas of Greece, 
Latvia, Finland, Ireland, Estonia and 
Lithuania. 
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AV. DISTANCE TO PRIMARY &
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

▪ 7 times more in rural areas than cities

▪ About 33.6 km for primary schools in 
rural areas

▪ About 75.6 km for secondary schools 
in rural areas
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THEMATIC ANALYSES
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1. DATABASES

www.ruralgranular.eu
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1. DATABASES

GRANULAR project
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1. DATABASES

GRANULAR project (90 datasets for rural areas)
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https://repository.ruralgranular.eu/

1. DATABASES

GRANULAR platform 



2. STORIES 

▪ Generational renewal in agriculture

▪ Dismantlement of public services in rural areas, esp. 
connectivity, social services, healthcare

▪ EU funds in/to rural areas (e.g. Cohesion Policy)

▪ Recovery & Resilience Plans (e.g. Green 
Communities in Italy, e-governance)

▪ Neo-rurality: COVID-19 trend or long-term reality? 

▪ Seasonality (e.g. workers/ tourism), time and spatial 
implications

▪ Demographic trends (ageing/silver economy, brain 
drain and migration, e.g. Nordic countries)

▪ Connectivity 

▪ Land use changes in rural areas in relation to green 
transition/ renewable energies push, and their 
conflicts

Interesting issues to be covered
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“Only 11% of all European farmers are under 40 

years of age. For each farmer younger than 35 

there are over 5 farmers older than 65 in Europe”, 

COPA COGECA

EU Farming in Trouble: The Solution? 

Young Farmers and a New Agricultural 

Model, CEJA

Florian Marin (EESC)’s research 

on Cohesion Policy across 

Romania

CREATING NEW 

NARRATIVES

https://www.euromontana.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Montana174_ReportFinalConference.pdf


2. STORIES 

▪ Stocktaking from the CAP (Q3/4 2023)

▪ Stocktaking from the Cohesion Policy (Q3/4 2023)

▪ Brain drain (EC comm in Q2 2022)

▪ EU Soil Health Law (Q2, 2023- EC)

▪ Nature Restoration Law (Q3, 2023)

▪ EU elections (June 2024) 

Policies & co.
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2. STORIES
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How can we help?  Or viceversa? 

FROM OUR SIDE: 

▪ Help you to find stories from our GRANULAR 
Living Labs

▪ Provide you expert insights (from our contacts)

▪ let you know once we publish new data 
(GRANULAR)

▪ Collaborate with you to define stories/investigations 
and disseminate them

FROM YOUR SIDE: 

• Make use of existing data

• Visual data in interesting ways

• Create a combination of data 
visualization (e.g. access to basic 
services)

• Contribute to the Rural Observatory with 
data identification- data gaps (?)
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Discuss & find
peers



GET FUNDED!

Page | 35

28 Sept 23



@ruralgranular

@ruralgranular

www.ruralgranular.eu

@ruralgranular

clo@aeidl.eu
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