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WHAT IS THE EU, REALLY?



e The EU is a political level, decision-making
level (municipality, region, national parliament,
EU)

e Not a topic. EU politics go into all politics. To
different extent

e Not an actor. All national political parties and
organised interests also act on the EU level

e All EU laws are adopted by the council = our

governments. Sweden/France/Poland vs. EU =
false narrative



The EU is an experiment, between international organization
and federal state

"Ever closer union" = EU integration

— More areas of politics are moved to the EU level = become
"EU competency”

— Decisions more often taken in a "supranational” rather than
"Intergovernmental” way

Treaty changes. Unanimous decisions.

Crisis — EU integration.

Where is this EU integration happening now? Migration,
economic policies, health, defence

EU integration happen when EU countries' interests align, not
because of federalist dreams.



Not binary: EU or not
Different cooperations within the EU, different levels, "EU a la carte”

EEA = EU and Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein (internal market + "four
freedoms")

Bilateral deal EU-Switzerland, almost like EEA deal

Schengen = 22 EU countries + Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,
Switzerland (Bulgaria, Romania, Croatia, Cyprus, Ireland)

Euro cooperation = 19 EU countries (Bulgaria, Romania, Czech
republic, Hungary, Poland, Croatia, Sweden, Denmark)

"Enhanced cooperation”, at least 9 EU countries go ahead, open for
everyone. Possible since Amsterdam treaty 1999.

International divorces, European public prosecutor, patent protection,
financial transaction tax.



UK leaves
the EU

UK red lines:
- No ECJ jurisdiction
- No free
movement

- No substantial
financial
contribution

- Regulatory
autonomy

UK red lines:

- No free
movement

- No substantial
financal
contribution

- Regulatory
autonomy

UK red lines:

- No ECJ
jurisdiction

- Regulatory
autonomy

UK red lines:

- Independent
trade policy

No deal
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Total andel EU-relaterade f6rslag

av medbestammande i EU-parlamentet
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Statistiken bygger pa R&D:s granskning av 1 318 propositioner som finns redovisade pa regeringens webbplats (regeringen.se) fran dren 2005-2012. Av
de 104 propositioner som redovisats till och med 18 september i ar &r 33 EU-relaterade och i 17 fall har EU-parlamentet varit medbeslutande.

KALLA: RIKSDAG & DEPARTEMENT



To sum up:
e The EU is a decision-making level
e |tis the 27 governments that "are” the EU —

Don't let them blame “the EU", always check
now they acted.

e [he EU in constant movement. Trend: more EU
integration.

e EU decisions are underreported = a lot to do for
journalists



Exercise 1: Legal basis, legislative procedure

1. Legal proposal from the European Commission
(google: European Commission + proposal + "common charger")

eg. "single-use plastics”, "new migration pact”, "train passenger

rights"”, "country-by-country reporting on taxes”

2. Find the legal basis

(ctrl F "legal basis")

eg. "article 114 TFEU"

3. Check this in the treaties. What is the legislative procedure?

(google the treaty, search the article, check the legislative procedure)
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¥ Pulling the plug on
consumer frustration and
e-waste: Commission
proposes a common
charger for electronic
devices

Next Steps
Background

For More Information
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European Commission - Press release

Pulling the plug on consumer frustration and e-waste: Commission
proposes a common charger for electronic devices

Brussels, 23 September 2021

Today, the Commission takes an important step against e-waste and consumer inconvenience,
caused by the prevalence of different, incompatible chargers for electronic devices. Years of working
with industry on a voluntary approach already brought down the number of mobile phone chargers
from 30 to 3 within the last decade, but could not deliver a complete solution. The Commission is
now putting forward legislation to establish a common charging solution for all relevant devices.

With today's proposal for a revised Radio Equipment Directive, the charging port and fast charging
technology will be harmonised: USB-C will become the standard port for all smartphones, tablets,
cameras, headphones, portable speakers and handheld videogame consoles. In addition, the
Commission proposes to unbundle the sale of chargers from the sale of electronic devices. This will
improve consumers' convenience and reduce the environmental footprint associated with the
production and disposal of chargers, thereby supporting the green and digital transitions.

Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President for a Europe fit for the Digital Age, said: "European
consumers were frustrated long enough about incompatible chargers piling up in their drawers. We
gave industry plenty of time to come up with their own solutions, now time is ripe for legislative
action for a common charger. This is an important win for our consumers and environment and in
line with our green and digital ambitions.”

Commissioner Thierry Breton, responsible for the Internal Market, said: "Chargers power all our
most essential electronic devices. With more and more devices, more and more chargers are sold
that are not interchangeable or not necessary. We are putting an end to that. With our proposal,
European consumers will be able to use a single charger for all their portable electronics - an
important step to increase convenience and reduce waste.”

Today, the Commission is proposing:

e A harmonised charging port for electronic devices: USB-C will be the common port. This
will allow consumers to charge their devices with the same USB-C charger, regardless of the
device brand.

. Harmornirsredrfast charging technolrogyrwillrhelrp prevent thth different producers

oatAN

»



@

>

>

>

MY 5 of 18

il
lig'

1. CONTEXT OF THE
PROPOSAL

2. LEGAL BASIS,
SUBSIDIARITY AND
PROPORTIONALITY

3. RESULTS OF EX-POST
EVALUATIONS,
STAKEHOLDER
CONSULTATIONS AND
IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

4, BUDGETARY
IMPLICATIONS

5. OTHER ELEMENTS
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work programme (-‘A-Europe fit for the digital age’).

2 LEGAL BASIS, SUBSIDIARITY AND PROPORTIONALITY

. Legal basis

The proposal is based on the same legal basis as the legislative act that is being amended, i.e.
Article 114 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

. Subsidiarity (for non-exclusive competence)

The internal market is a competence that is shared between the Union and the Member States.

One of the objectives of Directive 2014/53/EU is to guarantee the proper functioning of the
internal market. Article 3(3)(a) of the Directive, which applies if relevant Commission
delegated act is adopted, refers to common chargers.

Recital 12 of the Directive states that interoperability between radio equipment and
accessories such as chargers simplifies the use of radio equipment and reduces unnecessary
waste and costs.

The absence of harmonisation in this area will lead to substantial differences between
Member States’ laws, regulations, administrative provisions or practices on the
interoperability of mobile phones and similar categories or classes of radio equipment with a
common charging device and on unbundling.

Action at national level to address the problems could create obstacles to the free movement
of goods. Furthermore, action at national level is limited to the territory of the Member
State(s) in question. In view of the increasing internationalisation of trade, the number of
cross-border cases is rising constantly. Coordinated action at EU level will achieve the agreed
objectives much more efficiently, and, in particular, will render market surveillance more
effective. It is therefore appropriate to take action at EU level.

. Proportionality

T mmnnndannan writh tha weinainla Af meanarianaliter tha seanaca A armandmants Aa nadb aa
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CHAPTER 3
APPROXIMATION OF LAWS

Article 114
(ex Article 95 TEC)

1. Save where otherwise provided in the Treaties, the following provisions shall apply for the
achievement of the objectives set out in Article 26. The European Parliament and the Council shall,
acting in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure and after consulting the Economic and
Social Committee, adopt the measures for the approximation of the provisions laid down by law,
regulation or administrative action in Member States which have as their object the establishment
and functioning of the internal market.

2. Paragraph 1 shall not apply to fiscal provisions, to those relating to the free movement of
persons nor to those relating to the rights and interests of employed persons.

3. The Commission, in its proposals envisaged in paragraph 1 concerning health, safety, environ-
mental protection and consumer protection, will take as a base a high level of protection, taking
account in particular of any new development based on scientific facts. Within their respective
powers, the European Parliament and the Council will also seek to achieve this objective.

4. If, after the adoption of a harmonisation measure by the European Parliament and the Council,
by the Council or by the Commission, a Member State deems it necessary to maintain national
provisions on grounds of major needs referred to in Article 36, or relating to the protection of the
environment or the working environment, it shall notify the Commission of these provisions as well
as the grounds for maintaining them.

5. Moreover, without prejudice to paragraph 4, if, after the adoption of a harmonisation measure
by the European Parliament and the Council, by the Council or by the Commission, a Member State
deems it necessary to introduce national provisions based on new scientific evidence relating to the

Ordinary legislative procedure = the parliament
and the council need to agree, and the council
adopts laws with qualified majority vote, no vetos.
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PART THREE
UNION POLICIES AND INTERNAL ACTIONS

TITLE 1
THE INTERNAL MARKET

Article 26
(ex Article 14 TEC)

1. The Union shall adopt measures with the aim of establishing or ensuring the functioning of the
internal market, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Treaties.

2. The internal market shall comprise an area without internal frontiers in which the free
movement of goods, persons, services and capital is ensured in accordance with the provisions of
the Treaties.

3. The Council, on a proposal from the Commission, shall determine the guidelines and
conditions necessary to ensure balanced progress in all the sectors concerned.

Article 27
(ex Article 15 TEC)

When drawing up its proposals with a view to achieving the objectives set out in Article 26, the
Commission shall take into account the extent of the effort that certain economies showing
differences in development will have to sustain for the establishment of the internal market and it
may propose appropriate provisions.

If these provisions take the form of derogations, they must be of a temporary nature and must cause
the least possible disturbance to the functioning of the internal market.
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EU LEGISLATION AND
SOURCES
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EU-kommissonen
UNRIONENS GEMENSAMMA ROST

Europapariamentet .- ' & dnal . | Ministerrddet
FOLXETS ROST ‘ ' Y& MEDLEMSIANDERMAS ROST

1. European Commission adopts a legal proposal.
2. and 3. European Parliament and Council of ministers adopt their respective

versions of the law.
4. The three institutions negotiate, so called trilogues. Parliament and council

adopt the compromise.
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COM(2017) 548 final P8 TA(2018)0462 ST 5176/20 proposal / remarks
278. Amendment 80
Proposal for a regulation
Article 17 — paragraph 7
279. 7. The passenger shall not 7. Passengers shall not have 7. The passenger shall not A, PCY compromise proposal:
have any right to any right to compensation if have any right to
compensation if he is heisthey are informed of a compensation if he is accept AM 80
informed of a delay before delay before he-buys informed of a delay before
he buys a ticket, or if a buying a ticket, or if a he buys a ticket, or if a
delay due to continuation delay due to continuation delay due to continuation
on a different service or re- on a different service or re- on a different service or re-
routing remains below 60 routing remains below 60 routing remains below 60
minutes. minutes. minutes.
280. Amendment 81
Article 17 — paragraph 8
281 deleted

8. A railway undertaking shall
not be obliged to pay
compensation if it can
prove that the delay was
caused by severe weather
conditions or major natural
disasters endangering the
safe operation of the
service and could not have
been foreseen or prevented
even if all reasonable
measures had been taken.

8. The passenger shall not
have the right to
compensation in the case of
delays, cancellations and
missed connections caused
directly by, or inherently
linked with:

CT\1201051EN.docx

PE648.515v01-00

EN

Commission proposal,
COM(2017) 548 final

European Parliament,
P8 TA(2018)0462

Council,
ST 5176/20

Presidency compromise
proposal / remarks

282.

H AL Type here to search

(a) circumstances not
connected with the
operation of the railway,
such as extreme weather
conditions or major natural
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"Four-column document” from trilogues on Rail passenger rights regulation.

First column: Commission proposal

Second: Parliament
Third: Council

Forth: Proposed compromise

o= ( Not syncing

P Erase =)

@ '@ ) @ ENG

&

1229
02/10/2021

8



Finding the right source

e First: Find out where in the process we are at the
moment. Which EU institution has the ball? What is
the news?

e Typically all three institutions are in the know. =
Contact commission, parliament, council.

o Before the final decision, all versions are based on the
commission proposal.

e If you don’t know which one, start with the
commission.



The European Commission — what
IS It

. What is the Commission? College and bureaucracy

. 27 commissioners = the college = EU:s government

. Take decisions together, Wednesday

. Nominated by national governments = ideologically mixed

. Represent the whole EU. The ideology = more EU

. 32 directorate-general, "DG”, like a government
department

. EU:s bureaucracy: around 30 000 civil servants



What does it do?

. The EU countries' common tool

. Proposes new EU laws. But doesn't make the
laws! The "EU:s motor”.

. Controls that EU countries follow the common

laws, act like a prosecutor.

. Negotiate for the whole of the EU

internationally, eg. Climate talks, trade deals,
brexit etc.

. Hands out money from the EU budget.



European Commission as a source

27 commissioners (make interview request with their
"communication advisors", not the commission
spokespersons)

Spokespersons (on the record) + press secretaries (on
background) Midday briefing.

Civil servants on the dg:s (on background)

EU commission in your country



« banking and financial services, taxation and customs
« EU-UK negotiations (Task Force for Relations with the United Kingdom)

SPOKESPERSON
Sonya Gospodinova

Telefon +32 2 296 69 53
Mobile +32 460 76 69 53
E-post sonya.gospodinova@ec.europa.eu
Office BERL 03/291
Spokesperson « Internal Market, defence industry and space
SPOKESPERSON
» Adalbert Jahnz
Telefon +322 2953156
Mobile +32 460 75 31 56
E-post adalbert.jahnz@ec.europa.eu
Office BERL 04/289
Spokesperson e migration, home affairs and citizenship

e Security union

il -
Nabila Massrali g & A

Google: "European Commission spokesperson service", search in the list for
"migration" — Adalbert Jahnz is the official Commission spokesperson = can be
quoted on all things that has to do with migration.



* European statistics (ESTAT)

PRESS OFFICER
Laura Berard

Telefon +32229557 21

Mobile +32 489 06 63 21

E-post laura.berard@ec.europa.eu

Office BERL 04/292

Press Officer « migration, home affairs and citizenship

e Ssecurity union

PRESS OFFICER

> Ciara Bottomley

Telefon +32229699 71

Mobile +32 460 76 03 33

E-post ciara.bottomley@ec.europa.eu

Office BERL 04/292

Press Officer e migration, home affairs and citizenship

e security union

PRESS OFFICER
Darragh Cassidy

In the same list, Ciara Bottomley is the press officer for migration, i e
she answers questions/finds info, but can't be quoted.




« Artificial intelligence
« Deputising on the Interinstitutional Relations Group (GRI)

MEMBER OF CABINET / COMMUNICATION ADVISOR
Brian Synnott k

E-mail brian.synnott@ec.europa.eu
Phone number +32 (0) 2 29 55800
Responsibilities Portfolio

« Communication Strategy

« Relations with Media

« Relations with SPP

« Social Media

¢ Audio-visual

« Relations with Committee of the Regions and the European Economic and
Social Committee

e European Border and Coast Guard Agency recruitment strategy

Non-portfolio

o European Green Deal
* Democracy and Demography
« Environment, oceans and fisheries

e A S Y [ | SN S L .

Google "Ylva Johansson + team”. In the list, find
the "communication advisor" = spin doctor,
personal assistant. Ask him for an interview with
Johansson.




PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO THE COMMISSIONER
Anna Helsen

E-mail anna.helsenl@ec.europa.eu
Phone number +32 (0) 2 29 61230
Responsibilities Portfolio

o Strategic Communications

« Anti-corruption

« Transparency matters

» Access to documents

« Communication and Relations with the Swedish press <+——
« Relations with the Ombudsman

« Research Executive Agency (REA)

Non-portfolio

« Values and Transparency

« An Economy that works for People

« Economic governance

« Economic and Financial Affairs, Taxation and Customs
« Financial Services and Capital Markets Union

o Cohesion and reforms

» Research and innovation




Finding the civil servant

. Google DG migration and home affairs

. Find "organigram"/"organizational chart" on site

. Find the right unit, head of unit

. Construct emails: name.lasthame@ec.europa.eu
. NACIRA.BOULEHOUAT@ec.europa.eu

. Phone numbers: https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who



mailto:name.lastname@ec.europa.eu
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who
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HOMEB3
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BORDERS, MIGRATION & SECURITY?
MARC SULON
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DIRECTOR-GENERAL

ASSISTANT TO THE DG ASSISTANT TO THE DG ASSISTANT TO THE DG
ANITA VELLA 'STEPHEN CURZON LEA HANNAOUE-SAULAIS
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i MANAGEMENT

|
HOMEC2
LEGAL PATHWAYS & INTEGRATION

HOMEB4
INNOVATION & SECURITY RESEARCH .
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SECURITY IN THE DIGITAL AGE

REAC2
SECURE SOCIETY
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European data Public proc EU Publications Research & Innovation

EU WhOiSWhO < Share @ Help

r ) EU Whoiswho ) Person

4+ Add to my lists 8= vCard & Permanent link Q Create alert @ Print

= Ms Nacira BOULEHOUAT

Head of Unit

European Union > European Commission > Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs > Deputy Director-General
in charge of Horizontal Affairs & Migration > Migration, Asylum & Visa > Migration Management (HOME.C.4)

@ Rue du Luxembourg 46 / Luxemburgstraat 46 - 1000 - Bruxelles / Brussel - Belgium

S, £32-229-55263

Map Sublevels Publications

¢ Ms S. ARDOVINO
Deputy Head of Unit
Tel: \ +32-229-62435

© Ms D. KRAC
Secretary
Tel: § +32-229-80497

o Mr S. GARCIA DE DIEGO
Policy Officer
Tel: X +32-229-89624

* Mr A. FRANGOS
Policy Officer
Tel: { +32-229-56781

o Ms G. KOVACS
Policv Assistant
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EU-kommissonen
UNRIONENS GEMENSAMMA ROST

Europapariamentet .- ' & dnal . | Ministerrddet
FOLXETS ROST ‘ ' Y& MEDLEMSIANDERMAS ROST

1. European Commission adopts a legal proposal.
2. and 3. European Parliament and Council of ministers adopt their respective

versions of the law.
4. The three institutions negotiate, so called trilogues. Parliament and council

adopt the compromise.




European Parliament

. 705 MEPs

. Elected every 5 years, direct elections in all EU
countries

. 7 political groups, EPP, S&D, Renew

. 20 committees



Adoption of an EU law (in the
European Parliament)

European Commission presents its legal proposal

Parliament assigns a committee and a rapporteur (MEP in
charge)

. The committee debates, votes on the report from the

rapporteur. Other political groups have "shadow rapporteurs”

. The committee adopts the report. This is the position of the EP.

Sometimes it goes to the plenary, sometimes directly to
negotiations with the council (trilogue)

. The rapporteur represents the parliament in the trilogues.

Once there is a compromise, its adopted in the plenary.



Sources In the European Parliament

. The Members of the European Parliament (MEPSs)
themselves (rapporteur, shadow rapporteur, informal
experts, MEPs in the committee). Easy to contact.

. MEPs assistants/policy experts

. European Parliaments press officers
(language/committees)

. Committee policy experts (ask the committee press
officer)

. Political groups' press officers

. European Parliament national representation office



Procedure file

Basic information

Key players

Key events

Technical information

Documentation gateway

Additional information

European Parliament

ey players

European Parliament

Committee responsible

Rapporteur

Key players 1l

©

Appointed

Transport and Tourism

+ Former committee responsible

M LIBERADZKI Bogustaw

- Shadow rapporteur
epp HORTEFEUX Brice

renew BAUZA DIAZ José Ramoén

eurape,

%) DEPARNAY-GRUNENBERG Anna

. HAIDER Roman

Ioft § POREBA Tomasz Piotr
ECR

” FERREIRA Joao

Former rapporteur

25/10/2017

Appointed

+ Former committee for opinion

Former rapporteur for opinion

Appointed

Former committee for opinion on the
recast technique

Rapporteur for opinion

Appointed

Legislative observatory = European Parliament's law database

Find the rapporteurs and shadow-rapporteurs

Here: google "rail passanger rights regulation” and "legislative

observatory".
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Bogustaw LIBERADZKI %)

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament

Member

Poland - Sojusz Lewicy Demokratycznej (Poland)
Date of birth : 12-09-1948 | Sochaczew

Home | Home

Member
Main parliamentary activities ®

Committee on Transport and Tourism

Delegation for relations with the United States Uther parliamentarvactiit es ®
Substitute Curriculum vitae

Committee on Budgetary Control

Delegation for relations with Israel Lsclarations
Most recent activities Assistants
Mobility package enforcement Meetings ®

27-09-2021 - P-004386/2021 - Commission

Written questions

DOC ) | ) . . .

[ PoF (44Ke) | DOC (9KE) History of parliamentary service ©)



European Parliament press secretaries

e

s % & =N
Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) Rarllaments press:senvice o

Spokesperson’s service

Dorota KOLINSKA (PL)

Press Officer Press officers in Brussels/Strasbourg by policy area
> P and language

 (+32) 228 32787 1)

0
& (STR)
\'3 (+33) 388176725 (STR) Press officers in the Member States
3 (+32) 408 98 32 80

B4 dorota.kolinska@europarl.europa.eu Assistance for audiovisual journalists

&3 empl-press@europarl.europa.eu

7 @EPSocialAffairs President’s press service ®
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) / Beating Cancer (BECA) . ) —~
Political groups’ press service @)
Thomas HAAHR (DA) Audiovisual support and services G)
Press Officer
-
3 R (+32) 2 28 42976 (Bx1)
5 ‘ Q (+32) 470 88 09 87

B4 thomas.haahr@europarl.europa.eu
B3 presse-DK@europarl.europa.eu

£7 @EP_Environment

Dana POPP (RO)
Press Officer
j R, (+32) 2 28 46330 (Bx1)
h 5 (+32)4709517 07

&3 dana.popp@europarl.europa.eu

- Google European Parliament + press contacts

- "Neutral" press secretaries

- Above: Contact Dorota for all questions about employment and all questions in Polish
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/contacts/1/press-officers-in-brussels-str
asbourg-by-policy-area-and-language
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EU-kommissonen
UNRIONENS GEMENSAMMA ROST

Europapariamentet .- ' & dnal . | Ministerrddet
FOLXETS ROST ‘ ' Y& MEDLEMSIANDERMAS ROST

1. European Commission adopts a legal proposal.
2. and 3. European Parliament and Council of ministers adopt their respective

versions of the law.
4. The three institutions negotiate, so called trilogues. Parliament and council

adopt the compromise.




Council of Ministers — representing
the national governments

The Council = abstract institution. Whoever represents the national
governments is the Council.

Working groups: around 150. Diplomats/civil servants from EU
countries' permanent representations in Brussels, or from capitals.

Coreper: two constellations. Coreper Il (prepares GAC, FAC, Ecofin
and JHA) and Coreper | (all other councils). Meet every week.

Council meetings: 10 constellations. Minister, junior minister or
ambassador. This is the legislative level.

European council / EU summits. Not officially the Council of ministers,
don't make laws, set the direction for the EU, give orders to ministers
or to the EU commission.



Adoption of an EU law (in the
Council)

European Commission presents it legal proposal
The Council assigns a working group

The working group discuss the technical details. Anything too political
is "sent up" to Coperer, and further on to the ministers.

The Council deliberations about law making are public, so are the
votes.

The president country decides which issues to put on the agenda

When the Council has adopted a position (called "general approach"),
negotiations with the European Parliament start (trilogues).

The president country represents the Council in the trilogue
negotiations.

The final compromise need to be adopted by the Council (the
ministers).



Sources in the Council of ministers

. National ministers + press people

. National civil servants ("perm rep"/government
department)

. Other EU countries' "perm reps"/governments

ne Council's own press officers

ne president country



Emma Wu Nolte

Miljorad (cirkular ekonomi, avfall och kemikalier)
Telefon +32 475472 112

&= e-post till Emma Wu Nolte

Loic Viatte

Miljorad (luftutslapp, LULUCF, vatten och biologisk mangfald)
Telefon Telefon +32 2 289 56 02

= e-post till Loic Viatte

Martin Widstam

Miljorad (klimatfragor och uppféljning av COP21)
Telefon Telefon +32 2 289 56 82

== e-post till Martin Widstam

Ida Westerborn

Assistent

Telefon +32 2 289 56 29

== e-post till Ida Westerborn

Sveriges standiga representation till Europeiska unionen

Telefon +32 2 289 56 11

Besoksadress Square de Meeus 30, 1000 Bryssel, Belgien

&= e-post till Sveriges standiga representation till Europeiska unionen

Diplomates/civil servants at the Swedish permanent representation,
in council working parties on environment and climate issues.
Google: "permanent representation to the EU" and "country"



Media relations and press officers

Paivikki Ala-Honkola

Ester Arauzo Azofra

Svetla Bobeva

Giovanni De Paola

Veronica Huertas Cerdeira

Press officer

Telecommunications and Transport

Tel. +32 2 281 86 48

GSM +32 479 95 50 86
paivikki.ala-honkola@consilium.europa.eu

Press officer

European Council, Summits and Support for the European
Council President

Tel. +32 2 281 53 61

GSM +32 473 63 07 23
ester.arauzo-azofra@consilium.europa.eu

Press officer

Cohesion policy

Tel. +32 2 281 60 92

GSM +32 4735332 41
svetla.bobeva@consilium.europa.eu

Press officer

Digital and social media

Tel. +32 (0)2 281 96 04

GSM +32 (0)473 1231 14
giovanni.de-paola@consilium.europa.eu

Press officer

Home Affairs, Justice, Counter-terrorism coordination, EU-UK

Relations
Tel. +32 2281 4548
GSM +32 470 88 21 99

vnranicra hiinrtne cardaivra@cancilinim aniranna A

Colll.dlausUasUll aLuUliciiviiLcul Upd.cu

Alain Taverriti - Press officer

Support for European Council President, Social
media, Corporate communication

Tel. +322 281 36 84

GSM +32 475 63 59 62
alain.taverriti@consilium.europa.eu

Carla Valtorta - Support coordination for the
President

Tel. +322 281 51 50
carla.valtorta@consilium.europa.eu

Portuguese presidency of
the Council of the EU

Ana Ascencgao e Silva - Spokesperson Coreper
1

GSM +32 487 77 22 95

aas@reper-portugal.be

Catarina Faria - Spokesperson Coreper |
GSM +32 492 82 80 32
cpf@reper-portugal.be

Antonio Esteves Martins - Spokesperson for
the Permanent Representation

GSM +32 475 23 10 01

aem@reper-portugal.be

High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs

e A U [ e i e i e ] ] Bt

. One press person per topic/council, no country/language specific
. Only information "on background"

. Check the information from your country, more neutral

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/contacts/



Problem: "On background", "no quoting", "no attribution". How to
get officials to comment on stuff that should be in the public
domain?

Transparency rules in EU commission = EU average

In countries where civil servants talk, choose them.
Get the info from Brussels, quotes from the capital

Remember: all perm reps/capitals "own" the council
information. National MPs.

MEPSs!
When "on background" — you need more people

For Commission, accept background. For anyone else,
argue your case



Exercise 2. Find the sources in three EU institutions

1.

Pick an EU law that you are intresested in. (Google “legislative
observatory” + eg “European Media Freedom Act”)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.
do?reference=2022/0277(COD)&l=en

Who is the rapporteur in the European Parliament? Who is the
main shadow rapporteur?

Which spokesperson from the European Commission is best
suited to talk?
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/contac
t/press-services/press-contacts/commissions-spokespersons-servi
ce_en

Which press officer in the Council of Ministers?
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/contacts/



WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHO?



Fran forslag till lag

EU-kommissonen
UNRIONENS GEMENSAMMA ROST

Europapariamentet .- ' & dnal . | Ministerrddet
FOLXETS ROST ‘ ' Y& MEDLEMSIANDERMAS ROST

1. European Commission adopts a legal proposal.
2. and 3. European Parliament and Council of ministers adopt their respective

versions of the law.
4. The three institutions negotiate, so called trilogues. Parliament and council

adopt the compromise.




Where in the legislative process are we?

Long processes: 1,3,5 years. Some files: over 10 years. Many steps.
Talk to the three institutions! Case of single-use plastics, start with:

- Commission spokesperson/press officer for environment

- Parliament environment committee press officer / rapporteur + shadows
- Council press officer environment / national diplomats

Before the final deal, the main text is the Commission proposal. Read it. At least the
most controversial paragraphs.

Legislative Observatory — all who, when, what, where questions answered.
Google "single-use plastics + legislative observatory"

Legislative Train — edited text about the file, European Parliament

Google "single-use plastics + legislative train"

Cross-check that you have the right legal file! “Real name” is different from media
name.



Example: EU law on single-use
plastics

28 May 2018: European Commission adopts legal proposal.
24 October 2018: European Parliament adopts its position.
31 October 2018: The Council adopts its position.

19 December 2018: Deal between Parliament and Council in the
trilogues. (negotiations November-December)

27 March 2019: The final deal is adopted in European Parliament.
21 May 2019: The final deal is adopted in the Council.
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Commission wants to ban plastic
straws

By EUOBSERVER

28. MAY 2018, 12:05

The European Commission proposed on Monday to ban the use of plastic in the production of cotton
buds, cutlery, plates, straws, drink stirrers and sticks for balloons. "These products won't disappear,
they will just be made with different materials,” said commission first vice-president Frans
Timmermans. The proposed ban aims to tackle single-use plastics, often found on beaches. "We are at
risk of choking our oceans in plastic,” said Timmermans.

@ Teresa, your membership gives you access to all of our stories. We highly appreciate your support and

value your feedback. If you have any thoughts on this story, we would love to hear it.

SHARE TICKER

28 May 2018 — commission proposal
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24 October 2018 — parliament
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Plastics

Arthur Neslen in Brussels

Wed 24 Oct 2018 18.31 BST

f

v (20

© This article is more than 2 years old

European parliament approves
sweeping ban on single-use plastics

Proposal passes 571-53, with Labour MEPs demanding UK mirror
EU action after Brexit

A As well as a ban on items such as plastic straws, the proposed directive would require 90% of plastic bottles to
be recycled by 2025. Photograph: David Jones/University of Portsmouth

The European parliament has overwhelmingly backed a wide-ranging ban on
single-use plastics in an effort to tackle pollution in seas, fields and
waterways.

Under the proposed directive, items such as plastic straws, cotton swabs,
disposable plastic plates and cutlery would be banned by 2021, and 90% of
plastic bottle recycled by 2025.

Described by the European commission as a clampdown on “the top 10
plastic products that most often end up in the ocean”, the proposed
legislation passed 571 votes to 53.

T nhatny MEODA anid +ha TTTalan mmant ha vannantad her tha T afbas Draswis Cahl

24 October 2018 — parliament

position
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MEPs crank up crusade against single-use plastics
By Sam Morgan | EURACTIV.com with Reuters 24 Oct 2018 (updated: #3425 Oct 2018) Advertisement

EURACTIV Members

AFEMS - Association of European Manufacturers ...
APPLIA - Home Appliance Europe

Bioenergy Europe

BSEF - The International Bromine Council

CEPI - The Confederation of European Paper Ind...
CLERENS

COGEN EUROPE

ECI - European Copper Institute

ENTSO-E - European network of transmission sys...
EURIMA - European Insulation Manufacturers' As...
European Aluminium

European Biodiesel Board (EBB)

FIEC - European Construction Industry Federation

Fi r
EU lawmakers voted in favour of reducing the amount of plastic in cigarette butts. [Shutterstock] uelsEurope

GIE - Gas Infrastructure Europe

Languages: Francais | Deutsch ® Comments & Print u © n\ Glass for Europe
Hydrogen Europe

MEPs moved on Wednesday (24 October) to ban widely-used, throw-away plastics such as IndustriAll Europe

straws, bags and cotton buds, putting the burden on manufacturers to recycle more in an Metal Packaging Europe

By continuing to browse the website, you are agreeing to our

24 October 2018 — parliament position
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EU parliament votes to reduce
plastics pollution

By EUOBSERVER
24. OCT 2018, 09:29

The European parliament votes on Wednesday on measures to reduce plastics pollution. The proposal
includes a ban on some of the most widely used single-use plastic items such as plates, straws, and
light plastic bags, which make up 70 percent of marine litter. Europeans generate 25m tonnes of
plastic waste yearly, but less than 30 percent is collected for recycling.

@ Teresa, your membership gives you access to all of our stories. We highly appreciate your support and

value your feedback. if you have any thoughts on this story, we would love to hear it.

SHARE TICKER

24 October 2018, parliament
position
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Venezuela regime invites EU election
monitors

DAY, 0

TODAY 6
Brexit 'going badly', most British people feel

TODAY, 07:25

Russia threatens to ban YouTube, German
channels

regulation



Home > Press > Press releases

Council of the EU Press release 31 October 2018 13:40

EU action to restrict plastic pollution: Council
agrees its position

The EU is taking action to reduce plastic pollution by setting
tough new restrictions on single-use plastic products.
Today's meeting of member states' ambassadors in the
Permanent Representatives Committee agreed the Council's
position on a proposal for a new directive which is part of the
EU's efforts to protect the environment and clean up the

oceans.

The new rules will ban the use of certain throwaway plastic

products for which alternatives exist. In addition, specific

The EU is passing new rules to reduce single-use plastics that
measures will be introduced to reduce the use of the most damage our seas and our health.

frequently littered plastic products, especially those that are

often found on European beaches.

Plastic waste is polluting our rivers, our beaches and our oceans. This is why we will ban plastic products for
which good alternatives exist. And we will make plastic producers pay for cleaning up. Today's decision is an
important step towards protecting our environment.

31 October 2018, council position
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EU agrees ban on plastic straws, cotton buds to tackle plastic
pollution

The single-use plastics directive is aimed at cutting down on the most common forms of litter.

Most Read Articles

1. France threatens UK with retaliation
over fishing permits
SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 | 12:07 PM

2. Brexit is ‘going badly; say Brits in new
poll
SEPTEMBER 29, 2021 | 10:39 PM

3. How Xi Jinping lost Australia
SEPTEMBER 27, 2021 | 12:11 PM

4. France goes after Amazon's books
business
SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 | 6:30 AM

5. Have we reached peak stupidity?
SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 | 4:00 AM

Negotiators from the Parliament and Council reached an agreement Wednesday morning on a Commission proposal to cut pollution

19 December 2018,
trilogue deal
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EU agree to ban throwaway
plastics to reduce marine litter

By EUOBSERVER
19. DEC 2018, 08:54

Following 12.5 hours of negotiating, EU institutions reached a provisional agreement on single-use
plastics on Wednesday morning, according to the Austrian EU presidency. The Commission proposed
in May to ban plastics products such as plates, cutlery, straws, balloon sticks or cotton buds, making
up 70 percent of marine litter. The parliament suggested in addition that packaging and fast-food
containers also be banned from 2021.

@ Teresa, your membership gives you access to all of our stories. We highly appreciate your support and

value your feedback. If you have any thoughts on this story, we would love to hear it.

SHARE TICKER

19 December 2018, trilogue deal
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Russia threatens to ban YouTube, German
channels

France prepares to hit back at UK on fishing

France to sell €5bn of warships to Greece
TODAY, 07:23

Von der Leyen urges calm in Pristina

EU agrees promise of joint US tech
regulation



Editions ~ Subscribe Events Marketplace + Futureof Europe f ¥ @ N\ © Login/Register | Q |

Agrifood Digital & Media Economy & Jobs Energy & Environment Global Europe Health Politics Transport Bundestagswahl

Home News Energy & Environment = Plastics strategy = EU nails rapid-fire deal on si

EU nails rapid-fire deal on single-use plastics

By Sam Morgan | EURACTIV.com 19 Dec 2018 (updated: f 21 Dec 2018) Advertisement
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19 December 2018, trilogue deal
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EU lawmakers back ban on single-use plastics,
set standard for world

By Clare Roth 3 MIN READ f v

STRASBOURG (Reuters) - Single-use plastic items such as straws, forks and knives
as well as cotton buds will be banned in the European Union by 2021 following a
vote by EU lawmakers on Wednesday as the bloc pushes manufacturers to step up

their recycling efforts.

ir recycling efforts on Wednesday

lr i
>

27 March 2019, parliament adopts final deal
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N EU affairs ministers rubber-
I stamp new ban on plastics

By EUOBSERVER

FREEDOM &
DEMOCRAC

HE WORLD
21. MAY 2019, 12:04
OPINION
MORE EU affairs ministers meeting on Tuesday in the Council of the EU adopted new rules that ban the use
of plastics in certain throw-away items. The new directive will require producers of single-use products
like straws, cutlery, and balloon sticks to use other material than plastic, which often ends up in the
ocean, harming marine life. The new rules had already been agreed by EU ambassadors in January.

NEWSLETTER
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value your feedback. If you have any thoughts on this story, we would love to hear it.
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21 May 2019, council adopts final deal

NEWS IN BRIEF
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TODA
Russia threatens to ban YouTube, German
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EU agrees promise of joint US tech
regulation

STAKEHOLDERS' HIGHLIGHTS

NORDIC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
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PROPOSAL

> 2. LEGAL BASIS,
SUBSIDIARITY AND
PROPORTIONALITY

3. RESULTS OF EX-POST

EVALUATIONS,

STAKEHOLDER peren

CONSULTATIONS AND i

IMPACT ASSESSMENTS S EUROPEAN

4, BUDGETARY ki COMMISSION

IMPLICATIONS
» 5. OTHER ELEMENTS

v

Brussels, 28.5.2018
COM(2018) 340 final

2018/0172 (COD)

Proposal for a
DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment

(Text with EEA relevance)

{SEC(2018) 253 final} - {SWD(2018) 254 final} - {SWD(2018) 255 final} -
{SWD(2018) 256 final} - {SWD(2018) 257 final}

Commission proposal real name:
Proposal for a directive on the reducation of the impact of certain
plastic products on the environment”



2018/0172(COD) c

Reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the

Procedure file

Basic information

environment
Key players
Key events .. .
(= Basic information Basic information [l
Technical information
2018/0172(COD) Status
Documentation gateway COD - Ordinary legislative procedure (ex-codecision Procedure completed
procedure)
Additional information Directive
Final act Subject
3.70.05 Marine and coastal pollution, pollution from ships,
oil pollution

3.70.12 Waste management, domestic waste, packaging,
light industrial waste

3.70.18 International and regional environment protection
measures and agreements

Please go to Documentation gateway for any follow-up documents. e



European Parliament 1 MENUE

Procedure file © Key players Key players [
Basic information
European Parliament ®
Key players
Key events Committee responsible Rapporteur Appointed
Technical information Environment, Public Health and 4¢ RIES Frederique 07/05/2018
Food Safety

Documentation gateway - Shadow rapporteur

epp FLORENZ Karl-Heinz

Additional information .
PAOLUCCI Massimo

Final act ot | DEMESMAEKER Mark
ECR
” BOYLAN Lynn
%) AUKEN Margrete

@ PEDICINI Piernicola

Committee for opinion Rapporteur for opinion Appointed

Economic and Monetary Affairs pnp KAPPEL Barbara 20/06/2018



European Parliament L MENUE

Procedure file @ Key events Key events [

Basic information

Key players 28/05/2018 Legislative proposal published COM(2018)0340 il Summary
Key events
11/06/2018 Committee referral announced in Parliament,
1st reading

Technical information

. 10/10/2018 Vote in committee, 1st reading
Documentation gateway
11/10/2018 Committee report tabled for plenary, 1st readin A8-0317/2018
Additional information P RIERa 9 Summary
Final act 22/10/2018 Debate in Parliament
24/10/2018 Results of vote in Parliament &
24/10/2018 Decision by Parliament, 1st reading T8-0411/2018 Summary
24/10/2018 Matter referred back to the committee
responsible
22/01/2019 Approval in committee of the text agreed at 1st  PE632.990
reading interinstitutional negotiations GEDA/A/(2019)000622 6

27/03/2019 Debate in Parliament



Procedure file

Basic information

Key players

Key events

Technical information
Documentation gateway
Additional information

Final act

European Parliament 1 MEWUE

@ Technical information Technical information

Procedure reference 2018/0172(COD)

Procedure type COD - Ordinary legislative procedure (ex-codecision procedure)

Procedure subtype Legislation

Legislative instrument Directive

Legal basis Treaty on the Functioning of the EU TFEU 192-p1; Rules of Procedure EP
59-p4

Mandatory consultation of other European Economic and Social Committee

institutions European Committee of the Regions

Stage reached in procedure Procedure completed

Committee dossier ENVI/8/13273

(= Documentation gateway Documentation gateway [

Eurobean Parliament (¥
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LEGISLATIVE TRAIN
NEW BOOST FOR JOBS, GROWTH AND INVESTMENT

SINGLE-USE PLASTICS AND FISHING GEAR: REDUCING MARINE LITTER FROM PLASTICS

/A Get PDF version
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For a brief overview of the key points of the adopted text and its significance for the citizen, please see the corresponding summary
note.

About three quarters of the marine litter in the world's seas is plastic. On European beaches, the European Commission estimates
that plastics make up 80-85 % of marine litter by count, and that single-use plastics account for about half of all marine litter by
count. Most of the plastic in our oceans originates from land-based sources, except in the North-East Atlantic where sea-based litter
is equally important.
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References:

e Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2019 on the reduction of the impact of certain
plastic products on the environment

o EP legislative observatory, Procedure file on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment,
2018/0172(COD)

e European Commission, Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact
of certain plastic products on the environment, COM(2018) 340

e European Commission, Communication on Closing the loop - An EU action plan for the Circular Economy, COM(2015) 614

e European Commission, Communication on a European strategy for plastics in a circular economy, COM(2018) 28

e European Parliament, Resolution of 24 October 2018 on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the
environment, 2018/0172(COD)

e Council, Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic
products on the environment - Final compromise text, 5483/19

e Council of the European Union, EU action to restrict plastic pollution: Council agrees its position, Press release
Further reading:

e European Parliament, EPRS, Single-use plastics and fishing gear: Reducing marine litter, EU Legislation in progress briefing,
June 2019

e European Parliament, EPRS, Plastics in a dircular economy: Opportunities and challenges, Briefing, May 2017

Author: Vivienne Halleux, Members' Research Service, legislative-train@europarl.europa.eu

Visit the European Parliament homepages on plastic waste and circular economy

As of 20 November 2019.
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Lobbying in the EU

. European Commission: expert groups,
"stakeholder conferences”, public consultations
etc. Institutionalised.

. European Parliament: contacts with leading
MEPs + policy experts, send amendments to
MEPs in the committee.

. Council: mainly in the capitals. "national
interest”



Example: deforestation

Who should be held accountable in the EU for not
taking a tougher stance on deforestation”?

How can | find out if agriculture/commodities
lobbies impacted on legislation concerning
eliminating (illegal) deforestation from supply
chains?



First step: What EU laws are

there?

Home > Nature and Biodiversity > Forests

Forests

New EU Forest Strategy for
2030

3 billion additional trees
pledge

EU Forest Policy

Forest Information and
Monitoring

Forest Fires

Deforestation, forest
degradation and illegal

logging

2019 EU Communication on
deforestation and forest
degradation

lllegal logging/FLEGT Action
Plan

EU Timber Regulation

FLEGT Regulation/FLEGT
VPAs

EU-China Bilateral Coordination
Mechanism

Forestry-related multilateral
envirnnmantal anreaments and

Introduction

Forests cover roughly 30% of the world's land area. Besides their intrinsic beauty, richness and
unique diversity, they are a major provider of various vital components of a healthy, functioning
Earth. They host 80% of the world’s terrestrial biodiversity and are an essential source of
timber, food, medicine, fibre and shelter. More than 1.6 billion people rely on forests and their
livelihoods and cultural integrity dependent on them. Forests also play a significant role in
providing clean air, regulating the water cycle, capturing CO2, and preventing climate change
and soil erosion.

However, forests are rapidly disappearing around the world. Deforestation — the permanent
destruction of forests and woodlands and conversion to non-forest uses — and forest
degradation — the loss of the forests’ capacity to provide their essential goods and services —
are the biggest threats to forests. In the last 60 years, more than half of the tropical forests
worldwide have been destroyed. While the phenomenon is not new, the current scale and pace
of destruction is alarming. In 2017, more than one football pitch of forest was lost every second
— the second highest recorded since 2001.

Deforestation occurs most concentrated in tropical rainforests. Tropical forests are disappearing

Start in the European Commission!
Get an overview of existing EU laws (google EU commission + deforestation)
Look what in the pipeline: working program (google EU commission + working

program)
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Annex I: New initiatives

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION
Brussels, 19.10.2020
COM(2020) 690 final
ANNEXES | to 4
ANNEXES

fo the

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

Commission Work Programme 2021

A Union of vitality in a world of fragility

European Commission work program
Adopted in October every year
In the annex: a list of all upcoming proposals, check for

your topics
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No. Policy objective Initiatives

1. | Fit for 55 package a) Revision of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS), including maritime, aviation and CORSIA as well as a
proposal for ETS as own resource (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Q2 2021)

b) Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and a proposal for CBAM as own resource (legislative, incl.
impact assessment, Q2 2021)

c) Effort Sharing Regulation (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192(1) TFEU, Q2 2021)

d) Amendment to the Renewable Energy Directive to implement the ambition of the new 2030 climate target
(legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 194 TFEU, Q2 2021)

e) Amendment of the Energy Efficiency Directive to implement the ambition of the new 2030 climate target
(legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 194 TFEU, Q2 2021)

f) Revision of the Regulation on the inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions and removals from land use, land use
change and forestry (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192(1) TFEU, Q2 2021)

2) Reducing methane emissions in the energy sector (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Articles 192 and 194 TFEU,
Q22021)

h) Revision of the Energy Tax Directive (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Q2 2021)

1) Revision of the Directive on deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure (legislative, incl. impact assessment,
Article 91 TFEU, Q2 2021)

1) Revision of the Regulation setting CO2 emission performance standards for new passenger cars and for new
light commercial vehicles (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192(1) TFEU, Q2 2021)

k) Revision of the energy performance of Buildings Directive (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 194 TFEU,
Q42021)

1) Revision of the Third Energy Package for gas (Directive 2009/73/EU and Regulation 715/2009/EU) to regulate
competitive decarbonised gas markets (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 194 TFEU, Q4 2021)

2. | Circular economy package a) Sustainable products policy initiative, including a revision of the Ecodesign Directive (legislative, incl. impact
assessment, Article 114 TFEU, Q4 2021)
b) Circular electronics (non-legislative. Q4 2021)

! In this annex, the Commission provides further information, as far as available, on the initiatives included in its Work Programme, in line with the Interinstitutional Agreement

on Better Law-making. This information, which is provided in brackets next to each initiative, is indicative only and subject to change during the preparatory process, notably in
view of the outcome of an impact assessment process.

T&8mt A »



Second step: Follow the specific law

. Compare the legal texts. Where was it watered
down??

. In the original commission proposal? In the
parliament? In the Council?

. Talk to NGOs/lobbyists on the other side to
identify the main issues.



‘ Find a procedure

2008/0198(COD) -

Obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on

Procedure file

Basic information

the market
Key players
Key events . . .
e Basic information Basic information
Technical information
2008/0198(COD) Status
Documentation gateway COD - Ordinary legislative procedure (ex-codecision Procedure completed
procedure)
Additional information Regulation

Amended by 2018/0205(COD)
Final act
Subject
3.10.11 Forestry policy
3.70.01 Protection of natural resources: fauna, flora, nature,
wildlife, countryside; biodiversity
6.20 Common commercial policy in general
6.30 Development cooperation

Delegated acts

Please go to Documentation gateway for any follow-up documents. e

Legislative observatory + timber regulation



Third step: who has influenced it?

. Commission
open consultation, expert groups, FOI
. Parliament

compare amendments to lobby position papers,
ask around

. Councill

In the capitals, compare government position to
that of big national companies



Exempel: new EU requirements for information on wine bottles

Producers
Consumers

Patient groups
Anti-alcohol groups



Cookies

This site uses cookies to offer you a better browsing experience. Find out more on how we use cookies and how you can change your
settings.

FAcoep roone

n Transparency Register

europa.eu

Legal notice | Cookies | Contact English (en)

EUROPA > Transparency Register > Homepage

#A Home About » Consult the register » Register or update ~ Aleris & complaints EP accreditation Contact us

Transparency and the EU A A@@shre

Citizens can, and indeed should, expect the EU decision-making process to be as transparent and open as possible. The more open
the process is, the easier it is to ensure balanced representation and avoid undue pressure and illegitimate or privileged access to

information or to decision-makers. Transparency is also a key part of encouraging European citizens to participate more actively in the
democratic life of the EU.

The transparency register has been set up to answer core questions such as what interests are being pursued, by whom and with
what budgets. The system is operated jointly by the European Parliament and the European Commission.

M Search the register # Register your organisation ‘

In the spotlight Statistics
Latest registrants: On 02/03/2021, there are 12335 registrants in the
- = ister.
Name: Registration date: ket
EuroLiberal ASBL They are from the following (sub)sections: +
Shepperton Consulting + I - Professional consultancies/law [ 855 ]

firms/self-employed consultants
Childhood Cancer International - Europe

II - In-house lobbyists and trade/business
Riverwatch x Y GED
/professional associations
NJFVision
+/III - Non-governmental organisations 3,346 ]
¥ More
+ /| IV - Think tanks, research and academic 927
News: Compromise aareement on a mandatory inSHEutions

European Commission lobby register
https://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public’/homePage.do



A Home About » Consult the register v Register or update v  Alerts & complaints EP accreditation Contact us

the main Italian trade union for wine and spirits producers. It...70% of the export value of Italian wine. The mission of
Unione Italiana...and assist in the development of wine producers, their products and

Confederation Europeenne de Distilleries Vinicoles (CEDIVI)

Identification number: Registration date: Section:
77387528902-68 05/06/2012 II - In-house lobbyists and trade/business/professional associations

CEDIVI represents almost 70% of wine alcohol distilleries in Europe...Association, ADEVIN the Spanish wine Alcohol
Association and other

VINUM ET SPIRITUS ASSOCIATION BELGIUM (VINUM ET SPIRITUS)

Identification number: Registration date: Section:
314988627543-71 20/06/2017 II - In-house lobbyists and trade/business/professional associations

EFWSID (the European Federation of Wine and Spirits Importers and...EFWSID (European Federation of Wine and Spirits
Importers and

C & C Group plc (C&C)

Identification number: Registration date: Section:
337521539119-87 31/07/2020 II - In-house lobbyists and trade/business/professional associations

distributes branded beer, cider, wine, spirits, and soft drinks across

Commerce Equitable Afrique (FTA)

Identification number: Registration date: Section:
468233341180-67 08/02/2021 III - Non-governmental organisations

tea, cut flowers, cane sugar, wine, cotton, bananas, mango

Confédération Européenne des Vignerons Indépendants (CEVI)

Identification number: Registration date: Section:
424179021711-46 09/05/2016 II - In-house lobbyists and trade/business/professional associations

au niveau européen. WIM Wine in Moderation www

European Alcohol Policy Alliance (Eurocare)

Identification number: Registration date: Section:
01546986656-22 13/09/2011 III - Non-governmental organisations

DG AGRI - Civil dialogue on wine and spirit DG Connect - Community of

European Container Glass Federation (FEVE)

Identification number: Registration date: Section:
1550133398-72 15/09/2008 II - In-house lobbyists and trade/business/professional associations

Europe - FIVS - International Wine & Spirits Association - SEAP

. Search: "wine"

. 20 something organizations/companies that state that they want access to the
EU institutions in order to lobby laws specifically on wine

. Use to find sources

. Use to map lobbying, but be careful with drawing conclusions from the

information

https://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/consultation/searchControllerPager.do?declaration=wine&search=searc
h



Who can "translate” EU legislation
to my country?

We tend to write about EU policies once they are final, adopted and
"come home".

We need to write about it earlier. For that we need "translators" —
what will the consequenses be at home if/when this law is adopted?

Who knows? National civil servants. Big national organised interests.

Regions have their Brussels bureaus. Large national interest groups
too. Trade unions, employer organisations, agriculture organisations.
Also big companies.

Smaller interest groups/ companies will be part of European umbrella
organisations, present in Brussels

Rule of thumb: there is a European umbrella organisation for every
organised interest

Talk to the EU lobbyists, then to the national organisation



Exercise: Find organised interests about an EU law

Who has an interest? Think broadly.

Check the EU lobby register.
Local/national companies — Their European

umbrella organization
Group of people affected — national and

European organization.



ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS AND VOTING DATA



Votes

. Always check your government! Council
website

. Check your national MEPs. EP website.

. Council is a black box in negotiations, the EP is
open.

. Trilogues also black box. Only access to
documents once they are over.



The Council as a black box

. Investigate Europe, "the Council project”

. www.investigate-europe.eu/en/2020/secrets-of-the-cou
ncil/

. Mis-match between its self-image and the legal
obligations of the EU treaties.

. Our aim: try to lay the puzzle on specific EU laws,
open the councill.

. Method: talk to as many national sources as possible,
request national documents

. National documents: instructions before every meeting
+ report after every meeting



Documents from the Councll

The government's first analysis on the Commission
proposal, "fact PM", consultations with national
stakeholders (request from national government)

Mandate/instruction before every working party/Coreper
Capital—Brussels (request from national government,
departement/perm rep)

Report after every working party/Coreper, Brussels —Capital
(request from national government)

”Progress reports”, discussion report, new proposed text (get
it from the council document register)

EU affairs committee in national parliament, protocols of
deliberations

Debates on legislation and votes in the council are public
(council website)



Efter diskussionen i Corgper den 2 maj 2019 sammanfattade [ att det
forefoll finnas stéd for att generellt anta inledande mandat for férhandlingar
med EP sisom allminna inriktningar i ridet. I diskussionen var alla MS som
yttrade sig i princip for detta, dock tveksamhet frin [JJij och B och iven
fran [ som ville diskutera detaljerna ytterligare. Enligt [JJif fanns ocksa
stod f6r den andra huvudfrigan ett mer proaktivt forhallningssitt nir det gillde
offentliggrande och publicering av handlingar i lagstiftningsirenden, men
frigan i vilka fall och hur beh6vde fortsatt diskuteras pa teknisk niva (i enlighet
med alternativ 3 i underlaget till Coreper). I denna friga var ||| | | j . SE.
B o [l ositiva till ett mer proaktivt forhallningssitt (alternativ 1)
samtidigt som flera konstaterade att ett mer begtinsat riktat forhallningssitt
vetkade vara en mer framkomlig vag. Nir det gillde proaktiv publicering ville
majotiteten Gverlag se en fortsatt diskussion om en met begrinsad riktad
proaktiv hallning 1 vissa fall (i enlighet med alternativ 3), och betonade behov av
att sakra ett utrymme for interna Gverliggningar och en roll fér Coreper att fatta
beslut 1 enskilda fall.

Vid efterfoljande mote i Antici + 1 (legal advisors) den 27 maj 2019 fanns fortsatt
stod for RS forslag att etablera en ny praxis innebirande generellt antagande av

Instruction from the government to Coreper Il, 12 June 2019.
About a discussion on increased transparency in the Council's
legislative work.
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@ & vB:begaran om allman handling B Peter Holmstrom 2020-02-14 15:41 j '
1] SV: begaran om allman handling > Peter Holmstrom 2020-02-14 15:47
1] begaran om allman handling v Peter Holmstrom 2020-02-21 18:24
1] VB: begaran om allman handling @ Peter Holmstrom 2020-02-21 18:25
Fran Peter Holmstrém <peter.holmstrom@regeringskansliet.se> # © Svara | - Vidarebefordra | & Arkivera | @ Skrap | [ Tabort | Fler v
Amne VB: begaran om allman handling 2020-02-14 15:41

71!l Sigrid Melchior #

Hej Sigrid!
Bifogat finner du yttranden som inkommit till regeringen i samband med att regeringen skickade ut en inbjudan att inkomma med synpunkter pd Europeiska kommissionens forslag till
Europaparlamentets och radets direktiv om andring av direktiv 2013/34/EU vad galler offentliggorande av inkomstskatteuppgifter for vissa foretag och filialer.

Med vanlig halsning

Peter Holmstréom
Finansdepartementet

Skatte- och tullavdelningen

103 33 Stockholm
peter.holmstrom@regeringskansliet.se
www.regeringen.se

v [ 17 bilagor 119 M8 M sparaalla |v
«l/ Yttrande Bolagsstyrningskollegiet.pdf 123kB | Ytrande Bolagsverket.pdf 150 k8 kf| Yttrande EBM.pdf 434 kB

w«l| Yttrande FAR.pdf 381 kB g{ Yttrande Kommerskollegium.pdf 345k {| Yttrande LO.pdf 434 kB

wsl/ Yttrande Nasdaq.pdf 1,4MB g Yttrande NNR.pdf 309 kB f Yttrande regelradet.pdf 83,3 kB

wf/ Yttrande RN.pdf 13MB {| Yttrande SACO.pdf 422 kB f] Yttrande Svenskt Naringsliv 2.pdf 422 kB

k) Yttrande Svenskt Naringsliv.pdf 1,4MB K Yttrande Sveriges advokatsamfund bilaga 1.pdf 29 MB { Yttrande Sveriges advokatsamfund bilaga 2.pdf 1,5 MB

k) Yttrande Sveriges advokatsamfund.pdf 113k8 g{ Yttrande TLpdf 640 kB

Here: all consultations with Swedish stakeholders on country-by-country
reporting.

After the Commission proposal, the Swedish government writes a "fact PM",
called other things in other countries. Often consults stakeholders.



Council access to documents

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/public-reqister/public-reqister-searc
h/

Search the "Interinstitutional file", eg. 2000/0183(COD)
Find that number in the Legislative Observatory

A list of all meetings dealing with that file. Use to map meetings, to know which dox to request
from your capital.

Progress reports, voting results

Not all dox are here. Some will be made public upon request. So always make a formal request
to the council itself. Three weeks delay.

Request a document: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/



https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/public-register/public-register-search/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/public-register/public-register-search/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/

European Parliament

05/06/2019 End of procedure in Parliament
Procedure file
12/06/2019 Final act published in Official Journal
Basic information
@ Technical il’lfOI‘matiOIl Technical information [
Key players
Key events
Technical information > Procedure reference 2018/0172(COD) <
Documentation gateway Procedure type COD - Ordinary legislative procedure (ex-codecision procedure)
Additional information Procedure subtype Legislation
Final act Legislative instrument Directive
Legal basis Treaty on the Functioning of the EU TFEU 192-p1; Rules of Procedure EP
59-p4
Mandatory consultation of other European Economic and Social Committee
institutions European Committee of the Regions
Stage reached in procedure Procedure completed
Committee dossier ENVI/8/13273
(=) Documentation gateway Documentation gateway [

Legislative observatory, Single-use plastics
"procedure reference"



Q Search ~

—
—
- European Council
Council of the European Union

Home > Documents & Publications > Document register > Search in the register

General Secretariat of the Sea rc h resu Its

Council
Please note that any references contained in the register are not legally binding. Only legal acts published in

the Official Journal are binding.

[EN] 31 results

2018/0172(COD)

ST 11143 2021 INIT - LEGISLATIVE ACTS AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS: CORRIGENDUM/RECTIFICATIF
21/09/2021

> Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2019 on the reduction of the

impact of certain plastic products on the environment

PE 11 2019 REV 1 - LEGISLATIVE ACTS AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS 05/06/2019

> DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL ON THE REDUCTION OF THE
IMPACT OF CERTAIN Pl ASTIC. PRODIICTS ON THE FNVIRONMENT M

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publicati
ons/public-register/public-register-search/
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General Secretariat of the Council

Subject: Dwective of the pean F and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain
plastic products on the environment (First reading)

0 - e e | sitting date: 2110512019

@ - = Final result
Abstain 1 191% '
Not participating 0
Total 2
Mermber State Weighting  Vote Member State Weighting  Vote

|l il BELGIQUEBELGIE 22  [0] g UETUVA 055 | [©)
. ELNTAPHA 137 | [0] | = LUXEMBOURG 0.2 | [O)
| CESKA REPUBLIKA 204 [0] == mAGYARORSZAG 191
& = DANMARK 113 i MALTA 0o | [0)
I DEUTSCHLAND 1812 [0) == NEDERLAND 337 | [@)
&= eesT 026  [0] == OSTERREICH 1n | @)
il EREARELAND 004 [0] gumPOLSKA 740
i EAMARAA 200 [O] |Gl PORTUGAL 2m | [©)
o ESPARA 000 [O] [ § RoMANIA 380
il FrRaNCE 1310 [G) g SLOVENUA s | [B)
= HRVATSKA 080 [0] yam SLOVENSKO 106
§ i mAaua 1.2 =f= SUOMIFINLAND 107 | [©)

- KYNPOX 017 [0] | &= SVERIGE 198 | [0)
- LATVA 038  [0] EfE UNITED KINGDOM 2o | [B)

* When acting on a proposal from e C or the High
members vote In favour (16 AS) accounting for at least 65% of the population
[For INformation: N //www.ConSAum. europa. ewpubic-vote

Qualtfied majarty IS reached I at least 55 % of



European Council

Council of the European Union Q SearCh v

Home

Documents and publications

Public register of Council documents Request a Archives
. . document o
The register has references to or the contents of the Council Microfiches and/or
documents from 1999 onwards. If the document you are electronic copies of the
. ‘ looking for is not available documents can be
> What you can find in the document register in the Public register, you consulted at the Council's
> Search for documents can request it. archives in Brussels.
> Latest documents added to the public register
> Request a Council > Council archives
document

Agendas of Library Publications Additional
meetinas resources
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Ref. 21/0151-em/ns
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TRANSPARENCY Access to documents (COMM}

‘kontakt@sigridmelchior.se'

Please find attached a letter from the General Secretariat of the Council concerning your request for access to documents.

Yours sincerely,

Transparency

g

General Secretariat of the Council

Directorate-General Communication and Informstion - COMM
Directorate Information and Outreach

Informsation Services Unit / Transparency

Rue de |s Loi/Wetstrast, 175 - B-1048 Bruxelles/Brussel - Belgique/Belgié
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i Delete
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Exercise: Find voting results in the Council

1.

Choose an EU law that has been adopted that you're interested
in. (eg. directive on work-life balance)

Go to Legislative Observatory. Find the interinstitutional file
number. Find the date when it was voted in the Council.

Go to Council document register. Search the interinstitutional
file number. Look at the date.

Choose document called voting results.
(https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10282-201
9-INIT/en/pdf?fbclid=IwARO0Jf3_2igDebnxVyWgD9nZx3CiR5f
YspT2klIKbo4g2R4jOp1xZSCwxQuc)



The European Parliament

. How did the MEPs vote?
. The EP position, the final deal.
. Amendments, specific points, final report.

. Vote with raise of hands, electronically, roll-call
vote.

. All legislative reports = roll-call vote

. The juciest stuff = roll-call vote



Check how MEPs voted

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html

Search by date (find the date in Legislative observatory)

In the upper right corner, it says "TA". Find the right file in the list of
everything that was voted that day

Note the name of the file — "text tabled" from upper left corner, eqg.
"B9-0432/2021"

Open new browser window, search again by date.
Now choose "PV" in upper right corner.

On the bottom of the page there, open the "roll-call votes" pdf.

Choose the right file, eg "B9-0432/2021".


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html

Brussels on Monday 4 October 2021)

01-10-2021 - 13:00

Monday, 26 April 2021 - Thursday, 29 April 2021 President's Decision of 2

Brussels September 2021 on

extraordinary measures enabling
the EP to carry out its duties and
exercise its prerogatives under
the Treaties

Follow-up to acts 06-09-2021 - 10:22

President's decision on security
measures to limit the spread of
COVID-19

06-09-2021 - 09

O european Pariiament's calendar
for 2021 and 2022
18-12-2020 - 13:20

VIEW ALL
Search by date
2014 - 2019 (~|

“« o« March2019 » »
M|(T|W|T|F S S
1 2 3
4 5| 6 7 8 9 |10
11 (12 (13|14 |15 | 16 | 17
e

18 119 120 | 21 |22 | 23 | 24

25|26 |27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31

Texts adopted

The motions for resolutions and



[pv CRE

Texts adopted
Wednesday, 27 March 2019 - Strasbourg

» Resources for the specific allocation for the Youth Employment Initiative ***|
» General arrangements for excise duty (recast) *

» Products eligible for exemption from or a reduction in dock dues *

» Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument ***|
» Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA [Il) ***|

» Framework for the recovery and resolution of central counterparties ***|

» European Crowdfunding Service Providers (ECSP) for business ***|

» Markets in financial instruments: crowdfunding service providers ***|

» European Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Fund ***|

» Emission performance standards for new passenger cars and for new light commercial vehicles ***|

» Reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment ***| <
» EU fertilising products ***|

» Protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work ***|

» Common rules for certain types of combined transport of goods between Member States ***|

» Disclosure of income tax information by certain undertakings and branches ***|

» Common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and financial rules for those ***|
» Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

» Instrument for financial support for external borders and visa

» Genetically modified soybean MON 87751 (MON-87751-7)

» Genetically modified maize 1507 x NK603 (DAS-@15@7-1 x MON-@@603-6)

» Certain uses of bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) (DEZA a s.)

» Certain uses of bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) (Grupa Azoty Zakiady Azotowe Kedzierzyn S.A.)

» Certain uses of chromium trioxide

» Post-Arab Spring: way forward for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region

@] Texts (2659 kb)




European Parliament

CEENEGRENENGUGIGDNRGREaAE

| Index| |( Previous| INext )I l@ Full text|

Procedure : 2018/0172(COD)
Document selected : [EXNERIZINE

» Document stages in plenary

Texts tabled : Debates : Votes : Texts adopted :
A8-0317/2018 PV 22/10/2018 - 17 PV 24/10/2018 - 11.12 P8 _TA(2018)0411
CRE 22/10/2018 - 17 CRE 24/10/2018 - 11.12 ’ P8_TA(2019)0305
PV 2710312019 - 15 Explanations of votes
CRE 27/03/2019 - 15 PV 27103/2019 - 18.6

Explanations of votes

Texts adopted B on
Wednesday, 27 March 2019 - Strasbourg
Reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment ***| P8_TA(2019)0305

=

& *» Resolution

> Text

p European Parliament legislative resolution of 27 March 2019 on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment 2 v
( - C8-0218/2018 — )

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)
he European Parliament,
— having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council ( )
— having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 192(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C8-0218/2018),
— having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
— having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee of 17 October 2018
— having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the Regions of 10 October 2018

— having regard to the provisional agreement approved by the committee responsible under Rule 691(4) of its Rules of Procedure and the undertaking given by the Council representative by letter of 18 January 2019 to approve Parliament's position, in accordance with Article
294(4) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

— having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure

— having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety and the opinions of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development and
the Committee on Fisheries ( )




European Parliament

CEEDEGEEE - NGOG RGOEaaE

Procedure : 2018/0172(COD)

» Document stages in plenary

Texts tabled : Debates : Votes : Texts adopted :
A8-0317/2018 PV 22/10/2018 - 17 PV 24/10/2018 - 11.12 P8_TA(2018)0411
CRE 22/10/2018 - 17 CRE 24/10/2018 - 11.12 ’ P8_TA(2019)0305
PV 27/03/2019 - 15 Explanations of votes
CRE 27/03/2019 - 15 PV 27/03/2019 - 18.6

Explanations of votes

REPORT  **¥| B 167k Bl osik

11.10.2018 PE 623.714v02-00 A8-0317/2018

on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment
(COM(2018)0340 — C8-0218/2018 — 2018/0172(COD))

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
Rapporteur: Frédérique Rig

AMENDMENTS » 001-090 091-094 095-101 102102 103-105 106-112 13117 118127 124124/REV1  128-136 132-135/REV1 137143 144150 145-145/REV2 151158 159-159

& » DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION
» EXPLANATORY STATEMENT
» ANNEX: LIST OF ENTITIES OR PERSONSFROM WHOM THE RAPPORTEUR HAS RECEIVED INPUT
» OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY AFFAIRS
» OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY, RESEARCH AND ENERGY
» OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
» OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES
» PROCEDURE — COMMITTEE RESPONSIBLE
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Amendment 1

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission

(1) The high functionality and relatively
low cost of plastic means that this material
is increasingly ubiquitous in everyday life.
Its growing use in short-lived applications,
which are not designed for re-use or cost-
effective recycling means that related
production and consumption patterns have
become increasingly inefficient and linear.
Therefore, in the context of the Circular
Economy Action Plan®2, the Commission
concluded in the European Strategy for
Plastics that the steady increase in plastic
waste generation and its leakage into our
environment, in particular into the marine
environment, must be tackled in order to
achieve a truly circular lifecycle for
plastics.

Amendment

(1) The high functionality and relatively
low cost of plastic means that this material
is increasingly ubiquitous in everyday life.
Global production of plastic has increased
sharply and in 2017 reached 348 million
tonnes. The European share of that
production represented 18,5 % (64,4
million tonnes, up by 3,4 % compared to
production in the previous year). Its
growing use in short-lived applications,
which are not designed for re-use or cost-
effective recycling means that related
production and consumption patterns have
become increasingly inefficient and linear.
Therefore, in the context of the Circular
Economy Action Plan®2, the Commission
concluded in the European Strategy for
Plastics™? that the steady increase in plastic
waste generation and its leakage into our
environment, in particular into the marine
environment, must be tackled in order to
achieve a truly circular lifecycle for

PE624.162/ 1
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Texts adopted

Wednesday, 27 March 2019 - Strasbourg

» Resources for the specific allocation for the Youth Employment Initiative ***
» General arrangements for excise duty (recast) *

» Products eligible for exemption from or a reduction in dock dues *

» Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument ***|
» Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA 1I) ***|

» Framework for the recovery and resolution of central counterparties ***|

» European Crowdfunding Service Providers (ECSP) for business ***|

» Markets in financial instruments: crowdfunding service providers ***|

» European Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Fund ***|

» Emission performance standards for new passenger cars and for new light commercial vehicles ***|

» Reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment ***|

» EU fertilising products ***|

» Protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work ***|

» Common rules for certain types of combined transport of goods between Member States ***|

» Disclosure of income tax information by certain undertakings and branches ***|

» Common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and financial rules for those ***|
» Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

» Instrument for financial support for external borders and visa

» Genetically modified soybean MON 87751 (MON-87751-7)

» Genetically modified maize 1507 x NK603 (DAS-@15@7-1 x MON-O@603-6)

» Certain uses of bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) (DEZA a.s.)

» Certain uses of bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) (Grupa Azoty Zaktady Azotowe Kedzierzyn S.A.)

» Certain uses of chromium trioxide

» Post-Arab Spring: way forward for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region

@] Texts (2659 kb)

Find the votes: PV in the upper right corner.
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18.4.
18.5.
18.6.
18.7.
18.8.
18.9.

18.10.
18.11.
18.12.
18.13.
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18.15.
18.16.
18.17.
18.18.
18.19.

WVIAIKELS 111 NNdnciEdi msuuments. Crowaiunaing seivice proviaers =i (vowe)

European Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Fund ***| (vote)

Emission performance standards for new passenger cars and for new light commercial vehicles ***| (vote)

Reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment ***| (vote)

EU fertilising products ***| (vote)

Protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work ***| (vote)

Common rules for certain types of combined transport of goods between Member States ***| (vote)

Disclosure of income tax information by certain undertakings and branches ***| (vote)

Common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and financial rules for those ***| (vote)
Objection pursuant to Rule 105(3): Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (vote)

Objection pursuant to Rule 105(3): Instrument for financial support for external borders and visa (vote)

Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Genetically modified soybean MON 87751 (MON-87751-7) (vote)

Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Genetically modified maize 1507 x NK603 (DAS-@15@7-1 x MON-@@603-6) (vote)

Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Certain uses of bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) (DEZA a.s.) (vote)

Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Certain uses of bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) (Grupa Azoty Zaktady Azotowe Kedzierzyn S.A.) (vote)
Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Certain uses of chromium trioxide (vote)

Post-Arab Spring: way forward for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region (vote)

» 19. Explanations of vote

» 20. Corrections to votes and voting intentions

» 21. Listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (Kosovo) ***| (debate)

» 22. Estimates of revenue and expenditure for the financial year 2020 — Section | — European Parliament (debate)

» 23. Quality of water intended for human consumption ***| (debate)

» 24 Interoperability between EU information systems in the field of police and judicial cooperation, asylum and migration ***| - Interoperability between EU information systems in the field of borders and visa ***| (debate)

» 25. Increasing the efficiency of restructuring, insolvency and discharge procedures ***| (debate)

» 26. Exercise of copyright and related rights applicable to certain online transmissions and retransmissions of television and radio programmes ***| (debate)

» 27. Decision establishing a European Peace Facility (debate)

» 28. Agenda of the next sitting

» 29. Closure of the sitting

» Attendance list

@] Minutes (233 kb) @] Attendance list (62 kb) @] Results of votes (156 kb) @] Roll-call votes (2608 kb)

Minutes (87 kb) Attendance list (11 kb) Results of votes (44 kb) Roll-call votes (142 kb)
4§ Minutes (349 kb) 45 Attendance list (71 kb) 45 Results of votes (161 kb) 4] Roll-call votes (828 kb) /
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+
ALDE: Ali, Arthuis, van Baalen, Bearder, Becerra Basterrechea, Bilbao Barandica, Calvet Chambon, Cavada, Charanzova,

Deprez, Diaconu, Dlabajova, Federley, Gerbrandy, Giménez Barbat, Goerens, Griesbeck, Grigule-Péterse, Harkin,
Hirsch, Huitema, Hyusmenova, in 't Veld, Jaatteenmaki, Jakov¢i¢, JeZek, Katainen, Klinz, Kyuchyuk, Lekkegaard,
Marinho e Pinto, Mazuronis, Michel, Mihaylova, van Miltenburg, Mlinar, Miller, Nagtegaal, Nart, Paet, Pagazaurtundaa
Ruiz, Petersen, Punset, Ries, Riquet, Rochefort, Rohde, Schaake, Selimovic, Telicka, Toom, Torvalds, Tremosa i Balcells,
Vajgl, Vautmans, Vehkapera, Verhofstadt, Weber Renate, Wierinck

ECR: Bashir, Belder, Campbell Bannerman, Czarnecki, Czesak, van Dalen, Dalton, Demesmaeker, Dzhambazki, Fitto, Flack,
Foster, Fotyga, Fox, Gosiewska, Hannan, Hoc, Jurek, Kamall, Karim, Karski, Ktosowski, Krupa, Kuzmiuk, Leontini, Lucke,
McClarkin, Mcintyre, Macovei, Matthews, Maullu, Mobarik, Nicholson, Ozo6g, Packet, Piecha, Piotrowski, Porgba,
Ruohonen-Lerner, Saryusz-Wolski, Sernagiotto, Skripek, Stevens, Swinburne, Tannock, Tomasi¢, Van Bossuyt, Van
Orden, Wisniewska, Zile, Zithanska, Ztotowski

EFDD: Adinolfi, Agea, Aiuto, Beghin, Bergeron, Castaldo, Chauprade, Corrao, D'Amato, (The Earl of) Dartmouth, D'Ornano, Evi,
Ferrara, Goddyn, Monot, Paksas, Pedicini, Philippot, Tamburrano, Valli, Zullo

ENF: Arnautu, Bilde, Boutonnet, Briois, Colombier, Jalkh, Jamet, Kappel, Lebreton, Lechevalier, Loiseau, Martin Dominique,
Mayer Georg, Mélin, Obermayr, Schaffhauser, Troszczynski, Vilimsky

GUE/NGL: Albiol Guzman, Anderson Martina, Benito Ziluaga, Bjork, Boylan, Carthy, Chountis, Couso Permuy, Eck, Ernst, Ferreira,
Flanagan, Forenza, Gonzalez Pefias, Hadjigeorgiou, Handel, Hazekamp, de Jong, Kari, Kohlicek, Konetna, Lopez
Bermejo, Losing, Mastalka, Matias, Maurel, Michels, Mineur, Omarjee, Pimenta Lopes, Sanchez Caldentey, Schirdewan,
Scholz, Senra Rodriguez, Spinelli, Urban Crespo, Vergiat, Viegas, Vieu, Zimmer

NI: Balczo, Borrelli, Dodds, Epitideios, Fountoulis, Gollnisch, Montel, Synadinos, Ujazdowski

PPE: Ademov, Alliot-Marie, Andrikiené, Arimont, Ashworth, Ayuso, Bach, Becker, Belet, Boge, Bogovi¢, Boni, Buda, Buzek,
Cadec, van de Camp, Casa, Caspary, del Castillo Vera, Clune, Coelho, Corazza Bildt, Danjean, Dantin, Delahaye, DeR,
Diaz de Mera Garcia Consuegra, Dorfmann, Ehler, Engel, Estaras Ferragut, Faria, Ferber, Fernandes, Fisas Ayxela,
Fjellner, Gahler, Gambus, Gehrold, Gieseke, Gonzalez Pons, de Grandes Pascual, GraBle, Grossetéte, Grzyb, Guoga,
Hansen, Herranz Garcia, Hetman, Hokmark, Hortefeux, Hubner, Iturgaiz, Jahr, Jaztowiecka, Juvin, Kalinowski, Kalniete,
Karas, Kelam, Kelly, Koch, Kovatchev, Koztowska-Rajewicz, Kudrycka, Kuhn, Kukan, Lamassoure, de Lange, Langen,
Lavrilleux, Lenaers, Lewandowski, Liese, Lins, Lope Fontagné, Lépez-Istiriz White, Loskutovs, tukacijewska,
McGuinness, Maleti¢, Malinov, Mandl, Mann, Mato, Melo, Metsola, Millan Mon, Moisa, Morano, Muselier, Nagy, Niebler,
Niedermayer, van Nistelrooij, Novakov, Olbrycht, Peterle, Petir, Pieper, Pietikainen, Pitera, Preda, Proust, Quisthoudt-
Rowohl, Radev, Radtke, Rangel, Ribeiro, Rolin, Rosati, Ruas, Sadurskis, Saifi, Salafranca Sanchez-Neyra, Sander,
Sarvamaa, Saudargas, Schmidt, Schreijer-Pierik, Schwab, Sellstrém, Siekierski, Sogor, Sojdrova, Sommer, Sonik,
Spyraki, Stefanec, Stétina, Stolojan, Suica, Sulin, Svoboda, Szejnfeld, Thun und Hohenstein, Tomc, Turcanu, Urutchev,
Vaidere, Valcarcel Siso, Valean, Vandenkendelaere, Virkkunen, Voss, Weber Manfred, Wieland, Zaborska, Zammit
Dimech, Zdechovsky, Zdrojewski, Zeller, Zovko, Zver, Zwiefka
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35
ECR: Kolmel, Starbatty, Trebesius
EFDD: Aker, Arnott, Bullock, Carver, Coburn, Etheridge, Farage, Iwaszkiewicz, James, Payne, Seymour
ENF: Agnew, Batten, Bizzotto, Borghezio, Elissen, de Graaff, Lancini, Pretzell, Scotta, Stuger, Zanni, Zijlstra
NI: Hookem, Papadakis Konstantinos, Soénierz, Woolfe
PPE: Cicu, Cirio, Gardini, Martusciello, Matera

28 0
ECR: Dohrmann, Lundgren, Messerschmidt, Sulik, ToSenovsky, Vistisen, Winberg, Zahradil

EFDD: Gill Nathan, Meuthen, Moi, O'Flynn, Reid

ENF: Annemans
PPE: Bocskor, Collin-Langen, Csaky, Deli, Deutsch, Erdés, Gal, Holvényi, Jardka, Késa, Rubig, Schulze, Verheyen, Winkler
Hermann

NOMNMPABKU B NOAANEHUTE IMACOBE U HAMEPEHUA 3A INACYBAHE - CORRECCIONES E INTENCIONES DE VOTO - OPRAVY
HLASOVANI A SDELENI O UMYSLU HLASOVAT - STEMMERETTELSER OG -INTENTIONER - BERICHTIGUNGEN DES
STIMMVERHALTENS UND BEABSICHTIGTES STIMMVERHALTEN - HAALETUSE PARANDUSED JA HAALETUSKAVATSUSED -
AIOPOQOZEIZ KAI MPOOEZEIZ WHOOY - CORRECTIONS TO VOTES AND VOTING INTENTIONS - CORRECTIONS and INTENTIONS DE
VOTE - IZMJENE DANIH GLASOVA | NAMJERE GLASACA - CORREZIONI E INTENZIONI DI VOTO - BALSOJUMU LABOJUMI UN NODOMI
BALSOT - BALSAVIMO PATAISYMAI IR KETINIMAI - SZAVAZATOK HELYESBITESEI ES SZAVAZASI SZANDEKOK - KORREZZJONIJIET
U INTENZJONWJIET GHALL-VOT - RECTIFICATIES STEMGEDRAG/ VOORGENOMEN STEMGEDRAG - KOREKTY GLOSOWANIA | ZAMIAR
GLOSOWANIA - CORRECCOES E INTEN(}OES DE VOTO - CORECTARI $I INTENTII DE VOT OPRAVY HLASOVANIA A ZAMERY PRI
HLASOVANI - CEARTUCHAIN AR AN VOTA AGUS INTINNi VOTALA - POPRAVKI IN NAMERE GLASOVANJA -
AANESTYSKAYTTAYTYMISTA JA AANESTYSAIKEITA KOSKEVAT ILMOITUKSET - RATTELSER/AVSIKTSFORKLARINGAR TILL
AVGIVNA ROSTER

+ Birgit Collin-Langen
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A . European Parliament's public register website

Under Article 15 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, citizens and
residents of EU countries have a right of access to documents of the Union’s

- ] institutions, bodies, offices and agencies, whatever their medium, subject to the
principles and conditions to be determined by means of regulations adopted under
 the ordinary legislative procedure. Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 applicable to

European Parliament, Council and Commission sets out the general principles and
the limits governing the right of access to the documents of these three institutions.
Under Article 11 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, each institution shall provide
public access to a register of documents in electronic form.

The European Parliament's public register website contains references to documents
4 produced or received by the institution since 03 December 2001. The vast majority of

| , these documents can be directly consulted and downloaded from the website, free of
charge.
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Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment
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Cross-border, journalist cooperations



EU = always cross-border

. EU =27 governments

. The more cultures you understand, the more
languages you speak = the better EU reporting

. Shortcut = cooperate with reporters from other
countries

. No competition, direct access, win-win, time
saving

. Start one now?



Data

Eurostat (from national and regional sources in the EU countries)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database

Independent EU agencies

EU:s data portal (collect from the two sources above)
https://data.europa.eu/en

European Commission impact analysis (before all legislative proposals)
European business federations, lobbyists etc.

Eurobarometern (opinion polls)

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/screen/home



What's going on?

Following daily news:

Subscribe to general newsletters: Eg. Politico, Euractiv, Financial times Brussels
newsletter, Bloomberg, Euobserver weekly agenda

EU institutions press releases, daily/weekly agendas. Dont forget the EU court!
Midday Briefing, Commission daily press conference, only dayle EU pc, online
Europe by Satellite, EBS — use it as a daily agenda to not miss events

Ideas for EU stories:

National debate — look for the EU angle.

“shared competence” = EU angle

EU decision — look for national angle. How will it affect us when the law “comes
home™? Find EU sources from your country who can “translate” between EU and
the national

Check out other countries' debates about EU issues. The more
languages/cultures you know, the better



To sum up:

EU law is around 1/3 of the national laws. It's not an option whether or not to cover it.

Always find out how your national policians act, never accept "the EU has decided..."
Give the readers the tools to hold national politicians accountable.

Request EU documents from EU institutions and your government.

Always find the technical info: Where are we right now? Who are the main players
from the three institutions? When is the most important decision taken?

Talk to sources in all three EU institutions.

If you don't know where to start: start with the Commission.

Cooperate with reporters from other countries. The more national sources the better.
Most things can be found — background info, statistics, votes. Don't give up!

Ask the "stupid questions". Everyone thinks that the EU is complicated, sometimes
EU press people use jargon it to make you feel stupid. Don't accept it!



