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How everything started



Team

Daniela Sala Bart von Laffert Ann Esswein 
Disinfaux Collective



FOI-ing Frontex

Frontex Consolidated annual activity report 2018

Frontex invitations to Industry Days



Request: Meetings with industry in 2017
https://fragdenstaat.de/a/194216

Request under
Regulation 1049/2001





The Frontex obstacle course

1. Delay What to do
“Before we are able to process 
your application, we have to 
inform you that it is very wide and 
pertains to a significant number of 
documents. We would thus invite 
you to develop, similar to previous 
cases, a fair solution in order to 
reconcile your needs with those of 
good administration.”

Break down the request (per meeting, per 
type of document…)

Prioritise according to what you’d like to 
receive first.



“We would like to inform you that 
the possible redaction required 
from Frontex under Article 4 of 
Regulation (EC) 1049/2001 and the 
hard copies that are going to be 
produced in its course, oblige us to 
charge 20 cent per page plus 
postage.”

2. Ask for money What to do

Refuse to give them money.



*10-day silence*

3. Delay (more) What to do

Insist.



“In order to determine the scope 
and find a commonly acceptable 
solution, would you be available on 
Thursday, 6 February to receive 
our call between 1530 and 1600?”

4. Delay (more, again) What to do

Talk to them.

Request first filed: 9 January 2020
Frontex starts processing the request: 6 February 2020



“some limited parts of the 
documents fall under exceptions 
under Article 4 of Regulation (EC) 
No 1049/2001 and therefore had 
to be expunged”

5. Refuse What to do

Appeal the refusal.



“Kindly be reminded that the 
copyright of the document/s rests 
with Frontex and making 
this/these work/s, available to 
third parties in this or another 
form without prior authorisation 
of Frontex is prohibited.”

6. Forbid What to do

Ignore the claim.

Request first filed: 9 January 2020
First batch of documents received: 19 March 2020

Last batch of documents received: still ongoing 



The report The document database



The media publication The homepage



How it started

How its going



What else to do with the 
Frontex Files?



Questions?



Thank you!
Get in touch with us:

mail@veradelejahotko.com - @veradelejahotko

luisa.izuzquiza@okfn-de - @luisaizuz



Resources and useful links
The Frontex Files (TV piece, ZDF - subtitles in EN and FR): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uk0w8SvUMw

Lobbying Fortress Europe: The making of a border-industrial complex (report, Corporate Europe Observatory): 
https://corporateeurope.org/en/lobbying-fortress-europe

Document database (all lobby meetings 2017-2019, FragDenStaat): 
https://fragdenstaat.de/dokumente/sammlung/49-fx-files/

Mapping of all meetings and attendees, private and public actors: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vpQLE3PNS-yAoMWw11xFZ6BSMmB3q3VmaYOX9wnVGIg/edit?usp=sharing

FOI requests (and correspondence with Frontex):

- For the 2018 and 2019 meetings: https://www.asktheeu.org/en/request/meetings_with_industry_during_20
- For the 2017 meetings: https://fragdenstaat.de/anfrage/meetings-with-industry-in-2017/

Frontex invitations to industry: 
https://frontex.europa.eu/future-of-border-control/research-and-innovation/announcements/
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