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Without data, you're just another
person with an opinion
Yes, but with a selection bias, you're someone with awful
data and very bad conclusions



«I see some who are mightily given to study and comment upon
their almanacs, and produce them to us as an authority when

anything has fallen out pat; and, for that matter, it is hardly
possible but that these alleged authorities sometimes stumble
upon a truth amongst an infinite number of lies. ... I think never

the better of them for some such accidental hit. ... [N]obody
records their flimflams and false prognostics, forasmuch as they

are infinite and common; but if they chop upon one truth, that
carries a mighty report, as being rare, incredible, and

prodigious»
 

Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592) - Essay on Profecies

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_de_Montaigne








1 Avoid wishful thinking



2Don't be fascinated by who is
telling the opposit of anyone else



3
Sometimes, counter-intuitive idea means

that the idea's wrong!



4 Look for the counterfactual



5Rapresentatisation 
avoid selection bias



6
Be sure that you can trust your 

source. Know your source agenda



7 Find different dataset



8Look at the full picture



9
Figure out exactly what kind 

of data you need



10
Be a journalist, practice the art of doubt

«If your mother tells you she loves you, kick her
smartly in the shins and make her prove it».

or, if you prefer,
«If your data lead you to something that is exactly
what you dreamt to prove, squeeze them properly

and put them to the test».


