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For (data) journalists 
numeracy is 

fondamental. 

However students lack 
confidence in their 

ability to :

● Understand numbers

 

● Solve mathematical 

problems 

● Deal with equations

● Work with spreadsheets  



Math anxiety ranges 
from moderate to 

extreme.

And has unfortunate 
consequences :

● Students refusing to 

engage in (school) data 

journalism projects 

● Students refusing  to  

consider data journalism as 

a professional option



It’s important to 
reverse this 

misconception.
 

● Numbers are an important 

source of information

 

● Sometime they are the 

story

● Data journalism is first and 

foremost about journalism 



IJBA’S data journalism Lab 
➔ IJBA is a public school that delivers a 

Masters degree in journalism 

➔ It has theoretical and practical 

courses 

➔ Data journalism courses are 

mandatory 

➔ They are addressed to 1st year 

masters students 

● The Data Journalism Lab is divided 

into two parts: 

1. The data pipeline (30 hours 

spread over a period of 3 months) 

2. The project (a weeklong session 

to create 6 data journalism 

investigative stories) 

➔ datajournalismelab.fr





NOUVELLE AQUITAINE : OBSTACLES ET RETARD SUR LE CHEMIN DU BIO 
OBSTACLES AND DELAYS ON THE ROAD TO ORGANIC FARMING 



FORMATION DES DÉTENUS : LE PARCOURS DU PÉNITENT 
(LEARNING BEHIND BARS: A PATH RIDDLED WITH OBSTACLES)



My 7 tips 

1. Demonstrating the power of data 

journalism 

2. Focusing on the journalistic side of 

data journalism 

3. De-dramatising the process 

4. Designing simple yet concerning 

exercices 

5. Going through the entire pipeline in 

one day

6. Breaking down the pipeline to focus 

on specific skills 

7. Relying on the strength of each 

member of the  data team



Thank you
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