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/ AlgorithmWatching!

Where to look

What tools to use

What to look for 
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/ AlgorithmWatching – Easy

- System is visible

- Unlimited access
  to black-box

- Angles to test: 
   illegal discrimination, 
   amplification of bias
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/ Blackbox with unlimited access
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/ Blackbox with unlimited access
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/ Blackbox with unlimited access
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/ AlgorithmWatching – Hard

- System is visible

- Limited access to
  black-box

- Angles: Skew in content 
distribution
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/ Black box with restricted access
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/ Black box with restricted access
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/ Black box with restricted access
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/ AlgorithmWatching – Impossible

- System is invisible

- No access to blackbox

- FOIA don’t bring much

How to spot algorithms in the wild |  Nov 3 2020



/ Blackbox with no access
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/ Code with no access to production 
server
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/ Secret black-box
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/ AlgorithmWatching – Unsolved 
issues

- Same stories as 10 years ago

- Hard to talk with impacted people 
(algorithms are invisible)
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Thank you/
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