
Looking for Vapour Trails 

How to use flights and planes in your investigations





◻ Airline (TransaviaExport for example)

◻ Cargo or passenger? What type of plane? (Ilyushins were a giveaway) 

◻ What is the tail number? Where is it registered?

◻ Flight numbers (it can tell you whether it is a military flight for example, which 
company it is working for)?

◻ Departure/Destination? Military base? Known producer of weapons? Unusual 
flights?

◻ UN sanctions reports: which aircraft and airlines are involved in arms trafficking? 
And news reports.

What parameters?





Flight/Plane Data
How we identified dodgy flights and planes:
◻ Flights tracking websites (follow types of planes and airlines)  

◻ Plane spotters websites

◻ Social media

◻ Hanging around airports





◻ Ilyushins landing (or below a certain altitude) at various airports

◻ Any planes landing at military bases

◻ Specific planes from suspicious airlines landing at certain airports

Alerts









Thank You
lawrence@occrp.org

@lawrencemarzouk


