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1. Sonderland  











2. Where to find empty 
homes?  



Who seeks for empty homes?

2010: Flanders > municipalities 

2016: obligation to register





3. The plan  



Create a map of all empty homes in Flanders

Gather data through municipalities

Put is on a map

Make people aware of empty houses



300 FOI-requests





Mailbox overload









Create a map of all empty houses in Flanders

Gather data through municipalities

Put is on a map

Make people aware of empty houses



Biggest problems

Very dirty data

Not comparable

Living registers



Do NOT make the same mistakes

Talk with experts earlier in the process

Talk to datalovers earlier in the process

Don’t be too ambitous (less is more)

Ask for cleaner data (.xls) in FOI-requests



Plan B?

Some municipalities didn’t answer > story: maybe 1 in 10 municipalities don’t 
register empty homes?

But after insisting I got some more answers 

Many municipalities have a register but it’s probably not adequate

hard to prove from the data 
hard to put in a newspaper article

Plan B was abandoned as well :(



Plan C?



Thanks!
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