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Going to court to get information: 
the case of Spain



Stéphane M. Grueso - @fanetin

● Spanish fact-checking, transparency and 
data journalism organization

● Non profit
● Engaged journalism
● Community approach and strategy
● Membership model
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● New! 
(Spain being the only OECD country with over 1M inhabitants without FOIA Law)

● It’s an OK law. Not good. 

● We still don’t have a reglament for the law.

● We are fighting against decades of opacity. 
Change of culture.
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But there is an anomaly...
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Central Government 
Autonomic Government
Local entities (cities)

Congress
Senate
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Citizen Government Court
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Citizen Government Court
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Citizen Government Court
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Citizen Government Court

TIME TABLE:

1 month to give info (+1)

6 months to resolve reclamation at CTBG

x months (years?) when you go to court
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Citizen Parliament Court

Parliament
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● The Consejo de Transparencia y Buen Gobierno 
(CTBG) may litigate for you. (you also can be a part in the process) 

● There are some serious legal loopholes. 
(When the Government don’t do anything after a CTBG ruling / data to be 
published...)

● The CTBG doesn’t have sanctioning capacity.

● We are fighting against decades of opacity.
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● Who is litigating?

also: workers’ unions + journalists + individuals
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● What are we litigating for?

EVERYTHING!
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● What are we litigating for?

● to get concrete information not to be given

● procedures and trying to narrow the exceptions of the Law and 
give for to the nonexistent reglament: 

■ Date of information to be given  / algorithms / medicine prices
■ ‘Reelaboración’ concept (rework)
■ Actas de órganos colegiados (minutes of collegiate bodies)
■ Consolidate practices (costs of the public television / names of high 

rank advisers)
■ ‘Reports’ mentioned by the Government
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The future?
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