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FOI vs Trade Secret



Once upon a time, trade secret

8 June 2016
Trade Secret directive

20 juillet 2018
Transposition in French law 

26 November 2018
1st application 
by public body VS journalists



252 journalists
59 medias
36 countries

the IMPLANT files



the implant FOIs

1500 FOIs 
(…well, 964 in Mexico)

In France:
5 FOIs
150 documents



the antique French CADA law



FOIing 
  

France
in



French Medicines Agency



notified BODIES

“CE”



2 FOIs
> List of certified medical devices
> List of medical devices denied certification

semi-public body 
= FOIable

ONE notified body in France

😀



« unfortunately »



FOI commission RULING

may adversely affect trade secret 
Releasing the documents



TRADE SECRET  vs information



ongoing COURTCASE

Council of the medical profession payments Database 
Denied   ⛔ 

In court on October 1st

Access denied on another FOI



Thank you for your attention

horel@lemonde.fr 
@stephanehorel 

Signal + 33 686 92 77 18
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