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the law

Scrap

Water down

Divert

Delay

Write

what LOBBYING is



who the  “LOBBYS” are

* Trade associations : 

CEFIC, EFPIA, CosmeticsEurope…

* In-house lobbyists : Bayer, BASF, Microsoft…

* Lobbying and public relations firms :  

APCO,  Burson-Marsteller, Fleishman-Hillard…

* Think tanks : European Risk Forum…

* Law firms

* Product-Defense firms (science & technical matters)

The Weinberg Group, Exponent, Gradient...



diy MAPPING



last night a DG didn’t save my life



Internal

& external

OUTSMART EU Commission’s lawyers

* What you can ask for (and get)

= Emails and letter

= Documents and draft versions

= Minutes of meetings

* Be precise —>  time frame

* Be reasonnable —> target

* Be patient

* Be ready to play with super qualified lawyers



How to pretend you made a compromise

Initial FOI request
(I exaggerated a bit)

(I admit)



(The EU Commission

CLEARLY exaggerated too)



(pretending I became reasonable)



HARVEST time 🚜



your HOME screen for weeks



forensic RECONSTRUCTION



A timeline is a FOI 🤓’s best friend



WHO’s who

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who



Profession: reading other people’s mail 







One FOI a day keeps 

the doctor away



Thank you for your attention

horel@lemonde.fr

@stephanehorel
Signal + 33 686 92 77 18

Think FOI

mailto:horel@lemonde.fr?subject=

