
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In our corporate networked 
world, clear, trusted, 
transparent data on 
companies is an essential to 
understanding

3

• Who we and our governments do business 
with
• Political influence/donations/lobbying
• Money laundering, tax evasion, resource 
extraction
• Corporate governance



-  Lots of data about companies out there, but often not linked to 

legal entities

-  The fight to open data about companies has not been won – 

plenty of resistance and vested interests in keeping the data 

closed…

-  Which means public records end up as proprietary data

Why Open Company Data 
Matters



– the underlying open dataset of the corporate world, bringing 
company registers into a standardised schema

– turns PDFs and web pages into linked and open data with full 
provenance 

– reflects of the public record, connecting different national and 
international company data

How OpenCorporates solves 
problems



The database

The largest open 
database 
of companies in the 
world
— Over 168 million companies

— 130 jurisdictions

— 200+ million officerships

— 200+ million addresses

— All from official public sources 

— All including provenance

— All automatically collected and ingested

— All freely available on the web



open isn’t just important for 
democracy

it’s also better data



Highly efficient 
collection 
system 
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Effective tech 
World-class 

domain 
knowledge

More 
accurate 

More timely 
More useful

+ + =Transparency



Open data == better data
Problems with Proprietary Data

Data accuracy Data is re-keyed. Few eyeballs. Often little downside to lying.

Gaps in data High (& often duplicated) cost of data entry. Limited to payers.

Lack of 
granularity

Legacy systems/data models hard to re-engineer in closed world

Errors go 
uncorrected

Few feedback mechanisms

Black box / No 
provenance

Can’t reveal (sometimes dubious) sources. Limits 
usefulness/trust

Isolated Proprietary IDs are internal identifiers & are barriers to sharing, 
therefore improved data quality



WHAT DATA IS THERE?

SUBSIDIARIES &  NETWORKS

BASIC REGISTRATION

FINANCIAL DATA LICENCES

FILINGS

 OFFICERS

INDUSTRY CODES

ADDRESSES

View data 
sources:

TRADEMARKS

opencorporates.com/regist
ers

https://opencorporates.com/registers
https://opencorporates.com/registers


Investigations
how OpenCorporates supports groundbreaking journalism



Panama Papers

Spanish Industry 
Minister resigns 

following historic 
data found on 

OpenCorporates

https://blog.opencorporates.com/2016/04/15/spanish-industry-minister-resigns-following-historic-data-found-on-opencorporates/

https://blog.opencorporates.com/2016/04/15/spanish-industry-minister-resigns-following-historic-data-found-on-opencorporates/


CORRUPTION IN THE JADE INDUSTRY

https://medium.com/@opencorporates/how-open-company-data-was-used-to-uncover-the-powerful-elite-benefiting-from-myanmar-s-multi-1
ef35f88d6bd 

OpenCorporates as 
a crucial part of the 
puzzle – companies 
were being 
removed from 
official register as 
investigation took 
place

https://medium.com/@opencorporates/how-open-company-data-was-used-to-uncover-the-powerful-elite-benefiting-from-myanmar-s-multi-1ef35f88d6bd
https://medium.com/@opencorporates/how-open-company-data-was-used-to-uncover-the-powerful-elite-benefiting-from-myanmar-s-multi-1ef35f88d6bd


https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/joining-dots-property-deals-trump-ocean-club-panama-latin-american-drug-cartels-
how-were-using-new-technology-expose-corrupt-networks/

NARCO-A-LAGO: MONEY LAUNDERING AT THE 
TRUMP OCEAN CLUB, PANAMA

API queried to 
identify the 
anonymous 
companies 
apparently 
created to 
purchase 

properties at 
TOC

https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/joining-dots-property-deals-trump-ocean-club-panama-latin-american-drug-cartels-how-were-using-new-technology-expose-corrupt-networks/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/joining-dots-property-deals-trump-ocean-club-panama-latin-american-drug-cartels-how-were-using-new-technology-expose-corrupt-networks/


How to investigate companies using 
OpenCorporates

1. The Open Company Data 
Index

2. Simple searches
3. Corporate Groupings
4. Reconciliation
5. Powerful API



WHY OPEN COMPANY DATA 
MATTERS 

Open Corporate Data Index

Ranks countries in the world for 
publicly accessible their corporate 
data is 

When scouting for data for in 
particular jurisdiction search here to 
see what is available

Use the ranks to incentivise low 
ranking registers to improve policies

http://registries.opencorporates.com/

http://registries.opencorporates.com/


Searching for companies

https://opencorporates.com/info/glossary

OpenCorporates has taken a pragmatic and (we think) 
sensible approach to defining companies: “a company is 
something registered on a company register” 

https://opencorporates.com/info/glossary


Browse registers and quality alerts

https://opencorporates.com/regi
sters

https://opencorporates.com/registers
https://opencorporates.com/registers


Powerful advanced search



- Jurisdiction

- Date 

incorporated

- Registered 

address

- Previous names

- Alternative 

names

- Trademarks

- Statements of 

control

Results preview



Easily filter results



View a company page
View all collected 
data associated 
with the legal entity

https://opencorporates.com/companies/gb/0378237
9

https://opencorporates.com/companies/gb/03782379
https://opencorporates.com/companies/gb/03782379


Easily find gazette notices

- statutory publications for 
official notices by 
governments and 
companies

- an untapped resource, 
indicating changes 
months before the 
company register

- reconciled to companies
https://opencorporates.com/statements/329706467

https://opencorporates.com/statements/329706467


Find Beneficial Ownership data

https://opencorporates.com/companies/gb/00596137

https://opencorporates.com/companies/gb/00596137


Reveals conflict of interest

http://www.datakind.org/blog/what-does-the-uk-beneficial-ownership-data-s
how-us

- 3000 companies listed their beneficial owner as 
a company with a tax haven address

- Initial findings suggest 19 politically exposed 
persons, 76 people from the U.S. sanctions list 
and 267 disqualified directors were listed as 
beneficial owners.  

http://www.datakind.org/blog/what-does-the-uk-beneficial-ownership-data-show-us
http://www.datakind.org/blog/what-does-the-uk-beneficial-ownership-data-show-us


Search by Registered Address



Search by trademarks
(can be used to move money through 
networks)



Sort companies by relevance
Experimental feature!



Filter by industry codes



Searching for Officers

An officer is defined as a person that has official standing 
within a company, inclusive of registered agents but excluding 
shareholders. In the United Kingdom this would include roles 
such as "Secretary" and "Director".

https://opencorporates.com/info/glossary

https://opencorporates.com/info/glossary


Jurgen Mossack (10k officers)
Officer search by name



Officer search by name
Juren Mossack (6 officers)



Officer search by name
Jurgan Mossack (15 officers)



So search wide to maximise results





Remember companies can be officers too



Search for officers by address
(but watch out for false positives)



Easily filter officers
By jurisdiction, position, nationality and 
occupation



Corporate Groupings

User created collection of different companies that humans (as 
opposed to corporate lawyers) consider part of the same 
group, allowing hard legal entities to be linked to fuzzy entities 
like wikipedia articles, allowing information to be collected in a 
distributed and open way. 

https://opencorporates.com/info/glossary

https://opencorporates.com/info/glossary


Donald Trump Corporate Grouping

Community-led effort over 1 
year to identify and group 
together companies related to 
Donald Trump, his family and 
Trump organisation.

https://opencorporates.com/corporate_groupings/donald+Trump/

https://opencorporates.com/corporate_groupings/donald+Trump/




OpenRefine Endpoint

Reconcile company names in other datasets to concrete legal 
entities

https://www.opencorporates.com/reconcile

https://www.opencorporates.com/reconcile


All available as raw and structured data via 
API

Read the documentation: 
https://api.opencorporates.com/documentation/API-Reference

https://api.opencorporates.com/documentation/API-Reference
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